
RTO/ERO DISTRICT 15 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday, May 8, 2017 

Burlington Conference Centre 

 

1. Moira Plexman, President, extended a warm welcome to everyone. 

Welcome to the District 15 RTO/ERO Annual General Meeting 

It is official! Statistics Canada has just announced seniors now outnumber children in Canada.  Thank goodness we belong to 

RTO/ERO whose mission is to “improve the lives of our members and seniors.”  

Provincial Executive Director, Jim Grieve refers to Retirement as the “Awesome Years”.   

What Makes Being an RTO/ERO Member Awesome? 

- Being a member of RTO/ERO means you are one of 75,000 members in Ontario and British Columbia.  
- You are one of 2,633 members in our District as of December 2016. 
- We make up the largest group of retired education workers in Canada.  
- Because of our numbers, RTO/ERO is able to consult with government as a trusted voice of seniors. E.g. Martha Foster 

and Jim Grieve recently attended a lobby day on Pharma- care in Ottawa. Martha met with MPP John Fraser, 
Parliamentary Assistant, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care and Minister Demerla, Ministry of Seniors Affairs. 

- We have the best health benefit plans for education workers in the country. 
 

2. MOTION to accept the Minutes of the AGM, May 5, 2016 

 Moved by Barbara Borthwick 

 Seconded by Janet Carter-Wright 

 Carried 

 

3. BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE – Marina Lloyd read the names of 46 members who passed away since the May 2016 

AGM 

 

4. TREASURER’S REPORT– Carol Pashkievich presented the Treasurer’s Financial Statement for January-December 

2016 

 

MOTION to accept the Treasurer’s Financial Statement for January-December 2016. 

Moved by Judy Sloan 

Seconded by Janet Carter-Wright 

Carried 

 

5. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS – Carolyn Hilton, Chairperson, presented the slate of Officers for the Executive 

 

Proposed Slate of Officers and Committee Chairs for 2017-2018 

                                   District 15 RTO/ERO 

Past President- Moira Plexman 

President- Claudia Stewart 

First Vice President- Micki Clemens 



Second Vice President- Vacant 

Secretary- Barbara Borthwick 

Treasurer- Carol Pashkievich 

Member at Large- Jim Baker 

Carolyn asked 3 times if there were any nominations from the floor. There were none, so she declared that the 

nominations were closed. 

 

MOTION to accept the Slate of Officers, as listed above, are elected by the members of this meeting. 

Moved by Gail Reeves 

Seconded by Jeannie Woodcroft 

Carried 

 

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

President Moira Plexman presented District 15   2016-2017 Accomplishments  

Your District 15 team has worked on your behalf to promote goodwill, social, cultural, health and recruitment activities. 

- We attracted 5 new members for our Board this year 
- “To Hell With the Bell” in September proved to be a festive event 
- A monthly e-letter keeps us up to date 
- We laughed, played instruments and today we will sing at our entertaining general meetings 
- The Board, on your behalf made Christmas donations to the Acton and Georgetown food banks 
- Our Recreation Committee offered numerous plays and activities  
- Our ‘new’ District 15 website is linked to our Provincial RTO/ERO website making information searches and retrieval 

much easier 
- A successful District 15 spring tour to S. E. Asia helped broaden the horizons of its participants  
- A well attended spring Wine & Cheese gathering briefed educators considering retirement 
- Our members have actively endorsed the RTO/ERO Foundation 
- Our Board supported a Service To Others application by Ruth Miller, Friends of Freeman Station 
- Districts 13 & 15 are co-sponsoring a May 30 Health Seminar 
- This June, District 15 is a sponsor of the HDSB’s Celebration of Service Retirement dinner. Our president will be 

bringing greetings to new retirees.  Membership and Benefit literature will be set at retiree dinner places. 
- A highly readable and ‘newsy’ Halton Herald is available in print or on-line 

 
I would like to acknowledge and thank the Executive, Committee Chairs, their committee members and those members whose 

names are listed on the ‘District 15 Contact List’ in the Halton Herald. All have contributed to the achievements of District 15 in 

the past year on behalf of you, our members.  Thank you for your support. 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

ARCHIVES – Judy Sloan 

My role is to catalogue and store all materials applicable to our District 15. I also keep an Archives Scrapbook containing any 

newspaper or magazine photos and articles concerning our members. There is also a section containing the obituaries of our 

deceased members. Each time that I receive new additions I report on them under Archives in our Halton Herald. 

So, I am up here to ask you to please send me any of the above so I can add them to my Scrapbook. You will find my home and 

email address at the bottom of my Archives repost in the Halton Heralds. Also I have put the Scrapbook out in the lobby for you 

to look through and get an idea of what I put in. 



AWARDS – Carolyn Hilton  

In 2016, District 15’s application for the Service to Others grant was the project entitled “The Afghan School Starter Kit”. That 

application was successful and they received a $3,000 grant from RTO provincial. There is a display board in the room today 

showing photos of the delivery of books for the libraries and the science kits to the designated schools in Afghanistan. We 

congratulate our members Liz Watson and Linda Middaugh for overseeing this wonderful project. 

At our recent April 24th Board meeting the District 15 board unanimously approved our 2017 application for the Service to 

Others grant. This application entitled, “Automated railway history interactive educational exhibit” was submitted by Ruth 

Miller who is a District 15 member as well as a member of the “Friends of Freeman Station” project which aims to restore the 

1906 Freeman Station in Burlington. The Service to Others grant money would be used to purchase a sophisticated computer 

system which would automate a diorama railroad display in the basement of the restored station. We will find out in 

September if this project has received the STO grant. In the meantime, I encourage you to consider volunteering your time 

helping out with this very worthwhile local project. Ruth wrote an article for our last issue of The Herald outlining many 

different volunteer roles. 

HEALTH SERVICES – Colton Roberts – no report  

MEMBERSHIP – Marilyn MacLennan 

The membership of District 15 and RTO-ERO provincially continues to grow.  As of April 30, 2017, we have 2643 members with 

over 75,000 members provincially. The window for moving to the RTO-ERO benefits plan from other plans without penalty has 

resulted in an increase in membership across the province.  Marketing and recruitment of RTO-ERO will need to be even more 

proactive since the default retirement benefits plan for retiring teachers across the province is RTIP.  Federations have taken 

over the provision of benefits for teachers and Public board teachers no longer have benefits past June 30.  This is quite a 

change from our experiences of having benefits up to August 31 if we retired in June.  Federations are wanting teachers to join 

RTIP and of course we feel that RTO-ERO is the preferable option as a benefits plan.   

The annual Wine and Cheese Reception was on Thursday, April 20 for all of the 2017 board retirees who were interested in 

learning more about RTO-ERO.  This was attended by 30 potential members as well as 10 board members. District 15 will be 

attending the Halton Board Retirement Dinner in June where we will be sponsoring the beverages in exchange for the 

opportunity to promote RTO-ERO.  Information packages will be mailed to Halton Catholic Board retirees.  The next task is 

preparing posters for and promoting the “To Hell with the Bell” breakfast in September.  Plans are in the works for the 

Retirement Planning Workshop on October 4. This event is organized by the district but presented by provincial RTO-ERO and is 

for anyone planning to retire in the next five years. 

PROGRAM – Penny Hambly 

Our first lunch this year was on October 31st at the Teatro Conference Centre in Milton. We had an orange and black theme 

since it was Hallowe’en.  The entertainment was comedian Denis Grignon whose humour made it an enjoyable afternoon. 

 The Winter lunch was held on February 27 at the Burlington Convention Centre. Jenny Peace and her band made up of seniors, 

some of whom had never played an instrument, entertained us. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the music especially when she 

had us participate with clapping and playing small instruments like shakers. It was a fun afternoon on a cold winter day. 

 Today we will be entertained by the Golden Horseshoe Chorus which I have heard sing before and I am sure that you will 

enjoy.  

 On your tables you will find a survey compiled by the incoming Program Chair Micki Clemens. We ask that you complete it to 

help us plan for future events. 

  Finally, I thank my Program Committee comprised of Micki Clemens, Carolyn Hilton, Moira Plexman, Gail Reeves, Colton 

Roberts, and Claudia Stewart, for their assistance in planning our events. 



Remember that we always welcome suggestions and you are welcome to join us on the committee. 

 

RECREATION – Dave Wright – no report  

 

FOUNDATION – Moira Plexman 

On March 1st, I attended the Memorial service of our oldest member, Edith Grace Bielby who passed peacefully in her 107th 

year. Her memorial service celebrated a life well lived. Edith taught for 30 years with the Burlington board and was very active 

in her retirement. She was a Past president of RWTO and a Lifelong member of UCW Appleby United Church. 

It was evident, Edith at the age of 106, could well appreciate the Vision of the RTO Foundation “To enhance the quality of ag ing 

adults” 

It was Edith’s wish that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to the Appleby United Backpack for Students Program, RTO 

Foundation for Gerontology (RTO/ERO).  

The RTO/ERO Foundation is asking you to share the Vision…. 

Imagine a Canada where seniors get the care and support they need, where, when, and how they need it. A Canada where we 

have a better understanding of the different dimensions of aging and more health professions are trained to apply their 

knowledge. 

And envision a rising number of seniors who play an active role in the things that matter to them. Seniors who are part of daily 

life – around their neighbourhoods, as volunteers, in the workplace across generations. 

For more in-depth information on the current work of the first Foundation Chair, Dr. Paula Rochon, please visit the RTO/ERO 

website where you can watch her video presentation. 

Please consider adding the RTO/ERO Charitable donation to the list of charities that you support. 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

Pre-Senate and Senate – Moira Plexman 

This year, it is District 15’s turn to host the May 11 pre-senate in Guelph for the 9 districts of the Central Area.  Lorna Wilson, 

our RTO/ERO Liaison from the provincial executive, will conduct the meeting. Some of you may have met Lorna when she came 

to our February General meeting. 

District 15 Senators are Moira Plexman and Claudia Stewart. Our Observers are Jeannie Woodcroft and Penny Hambly. Senate 

is May 15-17 in Toronto. 

I anticipate a main focus of our Senate discussions will be the Vision 20-20 Document circulated with the January issue of 

Renaissance. When Jim Grieve attended our Fall General meeting he highlighted some of its key points. This document also 

relates to our current Senate model. For the past couple of years RTO/ERO has been researching and consulting with experts to 

identify the best options for the structure of our Senate as it relates to Federal non-profit sector guidelines. Provincial President 

Martha Foster visited our Board of Directors to review the document with us. It was the main topic of discussion at the 

Presidents workshops for the last two years. 

Of interest to our membership is the recent Resolution passed by the Provincial Executive Committee.  

That the Provincial Executive recommend to Senate, 



“That all retired members have the same membership rights regardless of member category”. 

 

9. DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD – Moira Plexman 

Phyllis Kingsley nominated Carolyn Hilton to receive the Distinguished Service Award, but was unable to attend the AGM. She 

sent her write up to Moira Plexman who read it when Carolyn was presented with her pin. 

I am very pleased to present the recipient of the 2017 RTO District 15 Distinguished Service Award.  Before her retirement, 

Carolyn Hilton worked with the HCDSB, ending her career as a principal at St. John’s School in Oakville. In 2012, she joined the 

District 15 Board of Directors as a Member Without Portfolio and then very quickly got involved with other aspects of the 

Board’s work. In 2013, she became second V.P. and by 2015/16 was the President of our organization. 

Even though Carolyn has been a board member for only 5 years, she has been very involved in committee work that is so 

essential to the success of District 15. For 3 of those five years, she chaired the Awards Committee and was the board member 

behind our Provincial STO award of $4000 for the Chiedza Child Care Centre in Zimbabwe. This year she has worked closely with 

a group of our members to apply for a grant for the restoration of the Freeman Station and we are hopeful that this application 

will be successful too. 

In addition, she has been a member of the Program Committee for 4 years, was on the Committee that revised our District 15 

Constitution in 2013/14, helped to organize the last two Retirement Planning Workshops held in our District and was on the 

editing committee for The Halton Herald.  

Carolyn is, above all, an excellent team player: she is always ready to help where help is needed, she approaches situations with 

positivity and a “can do” attitude, she is committed and dependable, and a good problem solver. Thank you, Carolyn, for all 

your contributions to the functioning of our District in the past five years! 

10. INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS – Carolyn Hilton 

Prior to the formal installation of the Officers, Carolyn Hilton presented Moira Plexman with the Past President’s pin. 

Presentation of President’s Pin: I now want to recognize this year’s president Moira Plexman. I know that she will continue to 

be on the board as Past President and will be available to mentor and guide our new board members. Moira, please come 

forward to receive your President’s pin and this plant in recognition of all your efforts this year on behalf of District 15 

RTO/ERO.  

Carolyn Hilton also formally installed the Officers, who were present, into their new positions. 

 

11. ADJOURMENT  

MOTION to Adjourn – Gail Reeves 

Seconded – Reet Kazakoff 

Carried 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


