
 

 

Finding New Cousins and Breaking Brick Walls 

 

Searching for my ancestors has been an extraordinary journey that has required 

perseverance and patience. Newly available tools such as Autosomal DNA testing have 

made the researching more successful. 
 

With the help of numerous first cousins, aunts, uncles and siblings I was able to locate 

third to sixth generation cousins. The immediate benefit of my find was confirming great-

great and great-great-great grandparents on the paternal side of my family, helping to 

break brick walls created by out of wedlock births and limited registration of births prior 

to 1855. 

 

When you hit a brick wall there are often limited resources that help blast it apart, 

techniques often depend on the country of birth for the interested party, where they 

resided and when they died. 

 

England proved challenging for researching my family tree, especially when relying on 

the census. I learned to always keep the spelling of names quite open ended, including 

the use of wild cards. The surname name Rideough changed numerous times over the 

years to variations such as Ridihalgh, Ridehalgh and Rdihough. This also occurred with 

first names, and sometimes a pet name replaced the birth name. Thankfully, the 

families were large and not all sibling names were altered. Although the English often 

followed the same pattern of naming their children as the Scots, the birth certificates of 

their children often failed to identify the mother's maiden name and the death certificates 

were not as thorough. 

 

William Rideough was my paternal great grandfather, I knew a lot about him and his 

family but I couldn't confirm his father. William was born in 1824 in Rawtenstall, 

Lancashire, England. His birth certificate revealed his mother's name as Elizabeth 

Ridehalgh, and early census showed that he was raised by his grandmother Margaret 

(Peggy) Ridehalgh. On his two marriage certificates, William identified his father as 

Alexander Berry. And so the search started, who was Alexander Berry? Years of 

searching revealed that an 18-year-old Alexander Berry had died in a quarry accident a 

few months prior to William's birth. The deceased Alexander Berry’s parents were 

Thomas Berry and Mary Crabtree.  Mary was the eighth of eleven children of Alixander 

Crabtree (1774) and Mary Hartley (1774).  With the help of relatives who donated their 

atDNA for Autosomal testing we had several relationship matches. My atDNA and two 

of my cousins matched a Phyllis, Mary’s eldest sibling, another cousin matched brother 

Andrew, all thanks to atDNA donors Susan and Tina. Everyone had a relationship 



 

 

match with Alixander Crabtree 1774. Uploading our atDNA helped solve the birth 

illegitimacy dilemma and confirmed the paternal lineage. 

 

 

Autosomal DNA is inherited from all of your ancestral lines going back potentially 7 

generations on both the maternal and paternal lines. Each individual’s composition of 



 

 

DNA is random in nature, that’s why you need many family members to participate. 

Only identical twins would have similar combination of DNA so you would only need one 

of them.   

 

In Scotland, prior to 1855, birth registration was not compulsory plus the process cost 

money. Often the eldest son in the family was the only child registered and it might be 

delayed if there was a lack of disposable income. Death certificates in Scotland are 

often very useful as the wife and parents plus the individual's employment are listed 

along with the location of death. If a child of the individual is present at the death that 

child is also named on the death certificate. In Scotland, women retain their maiden 

name on their children’s birth certificates, on marriage certificates and death certificates, 

most even retain it on their grave stone. When naming children, the eldest boy was 

usually named after the paternal grandfather, the next son after the maternal 

grandfather. With females, the eldest daughter was named after the maternal 

grandmother, and the second daughter after the paternal grandmother. Often a child 

had a middle name that was a female’s maiden name, for example for generations in 

my tree I can find Clark, Parker and Farquharson. Searching for the origin of the name 

can prove interesting and may require going back generations.  

 

My great grandfather, Alexander Farquharson Clark was born in 1824 in Tough, 

Aberdeenshire. A recent visit to Scotland confirmed that his birth was not registered. In 

the 1841 census, Alexander was found lodging in Aberdeen alone, working as an 

apprentice gardener. Until the atDNA match I did not know that the rest of his family 

were living nearby in Monarch, Banffshire. The completed and uploaded atDNA kits 

revealed that my 1st cousin Florence matched overwhelmingly with a third cousin 

Donna, who had a tree in ancestry.com. After careful examination of our collected 

documents, Donna and I were able to determine that my great grandfather and Donna’s 

great grand uncle were brothers. 

 

John Farquharson Clark, Donna’s great grand uncle, was still living with his parents in 

1841. The census revealed that Andrew Farquharson Clark had 2 sisters, Jane 

Farquharson Clark and Helen Clark, and 2 brothers, Donald Clark and John 

Farquharson Clark, his parents were William Clark and Helen Joss. This connection 

was confirmed with support documentation, John Clark was present at his father 

William’s death. The death certificate confirmed the names of William’s wife and his 

parents, it also confirmed his place of death and his profession. Both Andrew 

Farquharson Clark and John Farquharson Clark were married twice and on each 



 

 

marriage certificate the same person William Clark 1787 (Innkeeper) was identified as 

their father.  

 

The relationship match for Donna and my atDNA occurred at my 2nd great grandfather, 

William Clark 1787. Working together with Donna we were now able to go back 3 more 

generations in our respective trees.   

 

Without my family’s atDNA contributions and the Autosomal testing I may never have 

found my great grandfather’s family.  The atDNA by itself did not magically find the 

ancestors. Fortunately, my new found cousins and I had excellent family trees with 

thorough support documentation. Donna and I even had the same picture of the Clark 

brothers in our personal collection of photos. Thanks to atDNA, I was able to 

authenticate branches of my family tree which had not been possible previously. For 

those researching their ancestors, this tool may provide an option to break though brick 

walls that have been hampering successful ancestral research. I wish all ancestral 

seekers luck in their endeavours. 

 

Jan Murdoch 
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