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Rapport 
December 2019 RTO/ERO District 15 Halton 

In This Issue 

• President's Greeting
And so to all, a very Merry
Christmas, Happy Holidays,

and Happy New Year 2020!

• Social Soapbox
Where Social events for

District 15 RTO-ERO will be
listed!

• Festival of Lights
Thurs., December 12, 2019

• Not your ordinary

wine tour
January 29, 2020

• A-cappella Cruisin’
Winter Luncheon features

singing sensation Cruisin'.

• AGM and Luncheon
Features Catherine Gildiner!
In her newest book, Good

Morning, Monster, focuses

on five brave men and
women who overcame

enormous trauma.

• Looking forward!
President reflects on our
accomplishments and the

upcoming year.

• Political Advocacy
District 15 will be a Premier

sponsor of the “Dinner
Party’ to celebrate

“International Women’s

Day.”

• District raises $1170
District 15 will be a sponsor

of The Dinner Party to be

held on 'International
Women’s Day', March 4.

President sends District 15 Holiday Greetings! 
This December issue of Rapport 

provides a wonderful opportunity to 
offer to all of you in District 15, my 

most sincere greetings for Christmas 

2019 and the wish that you all may 

experience a healthy and prosperous 
New Year 2020. 

Christmas is always a special time of 

year when we come together with 
friends and family to participate in 

both long-cherished and new 

traditions. We celebrate in diverse 

ways by decorating a Christmas 

tree, exchanging gifts, making 
special foods, opening our homes to 

friends and loved ones, attending 

services, and giving to those in need 

in our community. 

At Christmas, no matter what our 

differences, we try to take care of each 
other and to make life better for those 

around us.   

This past year in District 15, we have 
had many successes and overcome 

some challenges.  I wish to pay strong 

tribute to the members of my 

exceptional District 15 Board, who 
worked so hard and diligently on your 

behalf, to maintain the integrity and 

pride of our District and whose 

expertise, guidance, and support I 

deeply treasure! 

And so, to all, a very Merry Christmas, 

Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year 

2020! - Micki Clemens 
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RTO/ERO District 15 
 

• District 15 Website 

• Halton Herald 

September 

• Halton Herald Archives 

• Rapport Archives 

• Calendar of Events 

• Awards and 
Scholarships 

• Goodwill Committee 

• Social Committee 

• Program Committee 

• Benefits Committee 

• Contact Us 
 

Executive 2019-2020 
Past President Claudia Stewart 

President Micki Clemens 

1st Vice-Pres. Jerry Powidajko 
2nd Vice-Pres. Brad Fisher 

Secretary Dianne Visschedyk 
Treasurer Carol Pashkievich 

Member Emeritus Jim Baker 

 
Rapport Editor Brad Fisher 

 

RTO/ERO Provincial 
 

• Provincial Website 

• Who We Are 

• Join Us 

• Retirement Workshops 

• Group Insurance Plans 

• RTO Benefits 

Comparison 

• The RTO Foundation 
 

Follow, like and subscribe 

so you don’t miss any 

content: 
 

• RTO Facebook Page 

• RTO Twitter Account 

• YouTube Channel 

 

Social Soapbox 
Where Social events for District 15 RTO-ERO will be listed! 

 
One of our District 15 members, Terry Ryan, arranged for a tour of the Lieutenant Colonel John 

Foote Armouries, the largest armoury in the British Commonwealth. We explored the Argyle and 
Highlanders Museum, the Officer’s Mess, and the RHLI-Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Officers Mess. 

We heard many stories about the people who passed through the Hamilton Armouries 

Niagara Festival of Lights in Niagara Falls 
Thursday, December 12, 2019 

Our afternoon begins with a visit to Jackson Triggs Winery for a tour and tasting. 

Following the wine tasting we can sit back and relax while enjoying a two and a half hour guided 
tour of the lights around Niagara Falls area. 

We finish off the afternoon with dinner at the famous Betty’s Restaurant in charming Chippewa. 
Fish and chips or roast beef are on the menu. Return is at approximately 8:30pm. 

A luxury motor coach will pick up in Oakville, Burlington and Hamilton. 

Register here! 
 

Excite Your Palate - Not Your Ordinary Wine Tour 
Niagara Wine & Cheese Tour & Tasting - Wed., January 29, 2020 

Join us for the coach bus tour to the Niagara Region highlighting three 
outstanding wineries, Niagara College Winery and Brewery, with a picnic 

lunch included. Thirteenth Street Winery for a wine tasting and charcuterie 

board, and Foreign Affair Winery with a Barrel Cellar tasting with cheese. The 

luxury coach activity bus will depart from the Kiss and Ride Parking lot at 

North Service and Guelph Line at 10:00 am. and return at approximately 

4:30 pm. Cost of $99.00 includes the coach, tastings, taxes and tip. 

Priority for this event will go to District 15 members and spouses - a waiting 

list is available for friends and other family members as availability allows. 

There is a 15 person limit for this event.  
 

Don’t forget to check the website for upcoming events such as Paint Night 

and Bingo Bowling in the months ahead.                              Register here! 
 

https://district15.rto-ero.org/
https://district15.rto-ero.org/sites/district15.rto-ero.org/files/district-files/newsletters/2019/2019septemberhaltonheraldebookrevised2.pdf
https://district15.rto-ero.org/sites/district15.rto-ero.org/files/district-files/newsletters/2019/2019septemberhaltonheraldebookrevised2.pdf
https://district15.rto-ero.org/committee-news/newsletters
https://district15.rto-ero.org/committee-news/e-letters
https://district15.rto-ero.org/calendar
https://district15.rto-ero.org/committee-news/awards-and-scholarships
https://district15.rto-ero.org/committee-news/awards-and-scholarships
https://district15.rto-ero.org/news/goodwill-committee
https://district15.rto-ero.org/committee-news/list-of-events
https://district15.rto-ero.org/node/459/
https://district15.rto-ero.org/committee-news/benefits-committee
https://district15.rto-ero.org/who-we-are/contact-us
https://www.rto-ero.org/
https://www.rto-ero.org/who-we-are
https://www.rto-ero.org/join-us
https://www.rto-ero.org/join-us/retirement-planning-workshops
https://www.rto-ero.org/insurance
https://district15.rto-ero.org/sites/district15.rto-ero.org/files/district-files/PDFs/2019_comparison_infograph_rto_benefits.pdf
https://district15.rto-ero.org/sites/district15.rto-ero.org/files/district-files/PDFs/2019_comparison_infograph_rto_benefits.pdf
https://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation
https://www.rto-ero.org/support-the-foundation
https://www.facebook.com/rto.ero
https://twitter.com/rto_ero
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC47hMHrlTrEyXgr2PGoqwSw
https://district15.rto-ero.org/niagara-festival-of-lights
https://district15.rto-ero.org/niagara-winter-wine-and-cheese-tour
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Our busy District 15 
looks forward to 2020! 
 

District 15 Halton had a 

very busy fall 2019 with 
the annual welcome and 

celebration of our newly 

retired members at the To 

Hell with the Bell event, 

organized by Membership 
and Recruitment Chair, 

Marilyn MacLennan.    

 

We welcomed, with warmth and humour, the newly 
retired members who attended and who have 

swelled our numbers to over 2800!  

 

In October, District 15 hosted the Retirement 
Planning Workshop with speaker, Stephen Wong, 

from the RTO/ERO Toronto office. Feedback from 

that session was that it was one of the best 

participants had ever attended!   
 

The very next day, Colton Roberts, our Chair of 

Benefits, co-hosted, with Jackie Aird, his Hamilton 

District 13 counterpart, the Health Benefits session 

in Burlington for current members of the RTO/ERO 
Health Plan.  Stephen Wong returned to lead this 

session!  We teased that we would have to make 

him an honourary member of District 15 since he 

was spending so much of his time in Halton!   
 

Various of our District Board members participated 

this fall in a number of Provincial Workshops – 

Goodwill, Treasurer, and Communications, and 
brought back new information regarding our District 

15 processes and procedures related to those 

specific areas.  We anticipate ongoing changes and 

developments in these areas.   

 
Moira Plexman, our Chair of Political Advocacy, was 

busy in October with the fall Federal Election, 

posting questions on our website and in Rapport for 

our members to raise with the political candidates 
in Halton.  These questions were invaluable to help 

probe the candidates’ positions on key issues!  

 

In late October, Jerry Powidaiko, our First Vice 
President, and I, as President, attended the 

RTO/ERO Fall Forum as Corporate Members along 

with official Observers, Marilyn MacLennan and 

Jeannie Woodcroft.  This was a momentous 
RTO/ERO Fall Forum.  There were By-Law changes  

voted on, a Budget Report that was visually tied to 

the three goals of our Strategic Plan, the outcome of 

the Branding exercise with the “Big Reveal”, a 

comprehensive presentation by Dr. Paula Rochon on 
the key activities and accomplishments of the 

RTO/ERO Foundation, along with the regular 

Advisory and Standing Committee updates, and an 

intensely choreographed input session into the new 
Strategic Plan 2021-2025.   

 

In early November, the long-awaited Archives 

Guideline arrived from the national office in Toronto 
and was shared with Patricia Mateja, our Chair of 

Archives.  Patricia has undertaken an inventory of 

the storage locker contents as a start on the range 

of tasks that are outlined as directions for each 

District.   
 

We are looking forward to our winter luncheon 

meeting on February 24 at the Burlington 

Convention Centre.  Jerry Powidajko, as Chair, 
along with the Program Committee, has booked the 

CRUISIN’ SINGERS to entertain us!  

 

Then, on May 7, 2020 at our Annual Meeting to be 
held once again at the pastoral Rattlesnake Golf and 

Country Club, in Milton, we will enjoy the dynamic 

presence of well-known author, Catherine Gildiner.  

You may know her earlier memoirs, Too Close to the 
Falls, After the Falls, and Coming Ashore.  Her new 

book, Good Morning, Monster, promises to be a 

similar riveting read.  

 

There will be more news of this event in the Rapport 
and the April issue of the Halton Herald.  It will be 

another blockbuster event, so ensure you obtain 

your reservation early!  

  
NOTE: In the spring of 2020, we will have openings 

on our Board for additional members for our 

Goodwill Committee.  Toni Pizzingrilli, who is 

shadowing Marina Lloyd this year, will be stepping 
up to assume the mantle of Chair of this vitally 

important committee.  Especially, as we in District 

15 focus more and more on trying to combat 

loneliness and isolation, we would be so happy to 

welcome overtures from more volunteers who would 
like to assist us in reaching out to care for our 

members in the North, East, and West, with cards 

and notes and other small acts of caring and 

compassion.  

 

- Micki Clemens, RTO District 15 President 
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RTO/ERO engaged in Political Advocacy 
 
Your RTO/ERO National PAC team participated in 

the Vibrant Voices advocacy event at Queen’s Park 

on November 7 in Queen’s Park where they met 

with MPP’s, attended question period and had lunch 
to make parliamentarians more aware of the needs 

of seniors.  PAC National will continue to monitor 

developments especially when policies could impact 

seniors. Members are reminded to reach out to 
their elected representatives when issues 

importance arise. Of particular interest to our 

Membership might be the cuts that have been 

made by the Ontario government to Health. Recent 

articles in the media have out lined these cuts. 
Contact your elected MPP if you wish to express 

your views on health or other matters.  

 

Gail Anderson has been recently assigned to 
Etobicoke/York, North York, Scarborough/East York, 

York Region, Peel, Halton, and City of Toronto as 

our liaison. I believe this will be a very helpful 

connection for district Committee Chairs. 
 

This year District 15 will be a Premier sponsor of 

the “Dinner Party’ to celebrate “International 

Women’s Day”, on March 4 in support of women 
and girls locally, nationally and internationally. 

District 15 is proud to support this amazing annual 

sell out event.  

 

PAC updates that surface between issues of the 
Halton Herald will be posted on our website and 

possibly Rapport if the timing works. 

 

I am still hoping to attract a committee member to 
represent Halton Hills. - Moira Plexman 

 
Members enjoyed the tour of the Lieutenant Colonel John 
Foote Armouries. 

Winter General Meeting & Luncheon 
Presenting 

A-cappella Sensation - Cruisin’ 
Monday, February 24, 2020 

Burlington Convention Centre 

Not only will you can have a great meal, you will 

also have the chance to share stories with fellow 

colleagues and listen (dare we say even dance?!) to 

an amazing group of musicians/performers.  You do 

not want to miss this!!! 

District 15 raises $1170  
District 15 raised $1170 during the month of October’s “Engage 
to End Social Isolation Campaign”. Our District initiated a District 
wide campaign. The Foundation was very pleased with our 
results and is considering taking this idea forward to the other 
districts in the future. Heartfelt thanks to our members both 
near and far who generously supported our very first District 
campaign. By 2032 fully 25% of those living in the province of 
Ontario will be seniors. 2032 is actually not all that far away. 
Clearly our donors are “paying it forward”. 
 

Thank you to our donors for their support, generosity and caring 
and compassion for others. All donations go to research and 
programs to end social isolation in our communities.  
 

If you would like to donate to the Foundation check out our 
District 15 website for the donation form. - Moira Plexman 

AGM & Spring Luncheon 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 

Rattlesnake Point Golf & Country Club 

Keynote Speaker: Catherine Gildiner 
 

Her newest book, Good Morning, Monster, focuses 

on five brave men and women who overcame 

enormous trauma–in her view, heroes who should 
be celebrated.  

 

With a novelist’s storytelling gift, Gildiner recounts 

the details of her patients’ struggles and their paths 

to recovery and weaves in her own tale of her 
growth as a psychologist. In therapy, patients must 

become vulnerable by stripping away their 

defences, but so do therapists! 


