




I want to issue a warm welcome to all our new RTO/ERO Dis-
trict 15 members. I met some of you at our annual “To Hell 
with the Bell” breakfast on Sept. 10th (see pictures of attendees 
on page 8) and many more at our first luncheon this year on 
Oct. 26th at Teatro in Milton. We now have 2,542 members.
 

On Oct 7th at our RPW (Retirement Planning Workshop) 
we hosted 90 attendees who are planning to retire over the next 

five years. We hope that many will decide to join RTO/ERO District 15. Plans 
are underway to host another such workshop in 2017. Many thanks to Jan Mur-
doch, Phyllis Kingsley and Claudia Stewart for their help in organizing this 
event which was held in Oakville at the St. Volodymyr Centre.
 

By now you should have received your RTO/ERO 2016 Pocket Calendar. Be sure 
to mark the date for our next Winter General Meeting and Luncheon – Feb 17, 
2016. Our new provincial Executive Director, Jim Grieve, will be joining us that 
day at the Burlington Conference Centre. Please refer to the registration form in 
the centre of this issue for further details.
 

On Oct 19-21, Moira Plexman, and I attended the Fall Senate in Toronto with 
Penny Hambly as observer. A highlight of the senate was the election of our new 
provincial executive who took office on Nov. 1st. They are June Szeman (Past 
President), Martin Higgs ( President), Martha Foster (First Vice President), Da-
vid Kendall (Second Vice President), Judy Bowden and Rich Prophet (Executive 
Members).
 

At Senate we also heard news that the RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation has given 
a new grant of $32,300 to the University of Ottawa for a special project involv-
ing training in geriatric care for medical personnel. Dr. Paula Rochon, the newly 
funded chair of Geriatrics at U of  T, also spoke about her plans for new research 
in the field of seniors’ health issues. She hopes that there will be an opportunity for 
RTO/ERO members to become involved in these research projects in the near fu-
ture. Please continue to support the Charitable Foundation with your donations. 
For more information please check their website www.foundation@rto-ero.org. 
 

We will have openings next year on our own District 15 RTO/ERO executive for 
Second Vice President and Recording Secretary. We will also require a Newslet-
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 (President’s Report..continues on Page 4)



ter Co-coordinator and a Program Committee Chair. Those presently in these 
positions would welcome you to shadow them this year prior to taking on the 

role next year. If you are interested in any of these 
positions or would like to join one of our com-
mittees, please contact me at chilton@cogeco.ca 
or call 905-844-2984. District 15 needs new vol-
unteers in order to keep offering you the activities 
you have enjoyed in the past. I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Visit us on the Internet at district15.rto-ero.org
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of  Remembrance
We remember with fondness
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William Brown
Eileen Chalmers  Norman Crawford
Donna Carpenter Richard Davis
Theodore Engels  Donna  Harvey 
Nancy Ledger  Patricia West  



The past three months have been very quiet in terms of getting 
messages from our members.  As you can see below, I heard 
from only two. Now it’s your turn to send me something about 
how you are doing and what you are up to. Our readers say they 
find this column one of the most interesting because they can 
catch up on what is happening with people they worked with 
or met as friends.
 

I am in Florida from December to the end of April. You can send me an e-mail at 
pgnish@gmail.com, telephone me (1-239-208-2860) or send  me a letter by Can-
ada Post to 5260 South Landings Drive, Apt. 309, Fort Myers, Florida 33919. 
 

Paul Dennis: sent an e-mail - “First off let me say how much I enjoy reading the 
Halton Herald and even though I rarely get back to the Halton area it is nice to 
stay connected. Thought I would submit an article about our anniversary this 
year. Many thanks.” See Paul’s article on Page 6.
 

Lynn Gapes: e-mailed a picture and some details of the wedding of her son Ryan 
to Sigrid who “live in Gibsons, on the Sunshine Coast.  It is a 40ish minute ferry 
ride from Horseshoe Bay. (If you remember the CBC show, The Beachcombers, 
that is where it was filmed). They were married outdoors, by the ocean, on a 
beautiful day. Her family was all here from Holland and they are  really wonder-
ful people. He has landed excellent in-laws. They will continue to live there where 
Ryan is working for B.C. Ferries. He started in this area as assistant director and 
outdoor director for the YMCA camp in that area.  
 

I now have both sons married outdoors, by the water, in their bare feet, to girls 
several years younger than themselves, and both who have English as a second lan-
guage. I am very fortunate with both my daughters-in-law, but prefer the French, 
“belle mere”!

 From left, Taia, Jonah 
(Wade’s children), me, 
Ryan, Sigrid, Wade, 
Marianick.  This is the 
extent of my whole 
family now.”
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We Get Letters, E-mails & Calls
By Peter Gnish
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   (Celebrating... continues on Page 7)

Each year for our anniversary my wife, Mary Beth, and I take turns planning what 
we will do.  She is the more adventurous and while I plan concert dates like James 
Taylor and Bette Midler, she plans hot air ballooning and such.
 

This July she simply told me to pack for three days and to include comfortable 
walking shoes and outdoor gear.  Since moving from Georgetown to Kincardine 
in 1999 we have talked about hiking Flowerpot Island in Georgian Bay but the 
years passed away and it was never scratched off our bucket list.
 

Day one: we set out early in the morning and headed to Tobermory to catch a 
glass bottom boat to the dock on Flowerpot Island. As we were boarding, the skies 
opened up and it poured. Fortunately we had an umbrella and were able to sit 
inside the cabin of the boat. The boat cruised out slowly and we were able to see 
quite clearly the wrecks of two wooden hulled ships through the glass bottom. As 
we reached Flowerpot, the rain stopped and the sun broke through the clouds.
 

The island is beautiful (see the lovely photo on Page 2) with all the rock formations, 
trails and sights to be seen.  We spent about three hours exploring the island, 
lighthouse and museum before returning to the dock for the return trip.  Besides 
the sights of nature it was interesting to watch the number of people who were 
wearing high heels, flip flops and fine leather shoes as they hiked the trails.
 

Leaving Tobermory we drove down to Wi-
arton, the home of “Wiarton Willie” as well 
as the Evergreen Forest Bed and Breakfast. 
Friends of ours in England once stayed in 
a treehouse B&B so Mary Beth tried to find 
something similar.  At Evergreen Forest, one of 
their rooms is a large screened in gazebo at the 
end of a winding path into the forest. Inside is 
a very comfortable queen sized bed and, best of 
all, a clear plexiglass roof. In the daytime, lying 

on the bed, you look up through the trees to the blue sky.  At night the stars are 
unbelievable. Off to the side along a raised walkway is a smaller gazebo which has 
a private shower, sink and toilet.
 

That night after a dinner on the waterfront in downtown Wiarton we returned to 

Celebrating Our Anniversary! 
By Paul Dennis
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   (Celebrating.. continued from Page 6)

the B&B to take part in telescope 
night.  Caroline and Doug, our 
hosts, try to do this each night. 
Doug is an avid astronomer and 
he had his telescope set up to view 
Saturn. Even the rings and two of 
its moons were visible. 
 

Day two: After a wonderful home 
cooked breakfast, Caroline and Doug led us out to explore the escarpment.  We 
dropped off our car at the end of the trail and they shuttled us to the beginning. 
With a supplied bag lunch and water, we spent three hours hiking the 10 km 
escarpment trail and soaking in the incredible views of Georgian Bay. Following 
dinner in Owen Sound we went to the Owen Sound drive-in theatre (another 
annual tradition) to take in a couple of movies. Then back to our room in the 
woods.
 

After breakfast the following morning we headed back to Kincardine along all the 
back roads exploring as many little towns as we could.  It was a great adventure!  
Now I have a year to get my act together and plan next July!

 (North West Passage...continues on  Page 31)

Recruitment & Member Services Committee 
By Claudia Stewart

As of writing, District 15 has more than 2500 members. 85 
new members have joined us since July. July and September 
were the months with the highest enrolment of new mem-
bers.
 

September marked our To Hell with the Bell Breakfast at 
the Quality Hotel on Bronte Road in Oakville, attended by 

21 new retirees and their guests. It was a lovely morning in an enchanting room 
overlooking the patio and forest behind the hotel. We were seated at small tables 
which promoted conversations amongst the new retirees. The breakfast was, as 
usual, plentiful with many choices at the buffet table. 
 

Many thanks to Carolyn Hilton and Phyllis Kingsley for their efforts in person-
ally distributing flyers advertising our Retirement Planning Workshop (RPW) 

 (Recruitment..continues on  Page 8)



Visit us on the Internet at district15.rto-ero.org
SERVICE TO OTHERS  Page 8           AU SERVICE D’AUTRUI

Halton  Herald           RTO/ERO District 15            January, 2016

The Hell With the Bell Breakfast -  
Photos By Penny Hambly

on October 9th to all the private schools in the area and to Jan Murdoch for coor-
dinating the presentation.  The turnout of people planning retirement in the next 
5 years was above our expectations. The workshop is a great way to help education 
workers learn about the RTO/ERO benefits package as well as the opportunities 
for engaging with other members at our luncheons and other events and activi-
ties. Planning your retirement well in advance gives you time to think about your 
dreams and desires and to put your plans in place so it is an exciting transition. 
 

Thanks to all of you who recommended that your friends and colleagues attend the 
workshop as their retirement date draws nearer. It was gratifying to hear so many 
attendees say that friends had recommended the RPW to them.

 (Recruitment..continued from  Page 7)



By now, some of the ‘snowbirds’ will have already migrated 
to warmer climes. Remember that you can stay in touch with 
friends and read current news from your retired friends in Dis-
trict 15 by accessing our website at district15.rto-ero.org.   
 

There is a contact list with phone numbers and e-mail addresses 
of our executive and committee members on the website. On 

HOME page, click on the blue menu tab on the top: D15 BUSINESS - Key 
Contacts 2015-16. Also, don’t forget to check out UPCOMING EVENTS in the 
blue panel on the left where you will be able to view the Calendar of Events. 
 

As the snow starts flying, stay safe and warm!

The trip to the Stratford Festival this year is on Thursday, May 
26 to see the musical A Chorus Line at the Festival Theatre 
where we saw Crazy For You two years ago. That was a fantastic 
show and since the same choreographer is doing A Chorus Line, 
it promises be a good one as well.  
 

We enjoyed the musicals and plays this past year at Drury Lane, Burl-Oak The-
atre, and Aldershot Players and we will go back there in 2016. The list is in this 
issue’s calendar of events as well as on the website (district15.rto-ero.org) and 
will be highlighted in the monthly e-letters. If you know of something that we 
might all enjoy, let Janet Carter-Wright or me know. Information about it can be 
placed on the website and the e-letter. Janet can be contacted at 905-336-5328 or 
jcwright@cogeco.ca and I am at 905-639-5093 and davidwright16@me.com 
 

A visit to the Dundas Museum and Archives is planned for Tuesday, March 22nd. 
As part of the museum’s 60th anniversary, artifacts and archival pieces they have 
collected over the 60 years will be on display. We will have lunch in a local restau-
rant after the visit.  A lunch cruise will be arranged for late May or June. Watch 
for news about that. We urge you to join us. Getting together has always been 
great fun.

Visit us on the Internet at district15.rto-ero.org
SERVICE TO OTHERS  Page 9           AU SERVICE D’AUTRUI

Halton  Herald           RTO/ERO District 15            January, 2016

Webmaster Report
By Jeannie Woodcroft

Recreation Committee
By Dave Wright



SWEET CHARITY-THE STORY OF A GIRL WHO WANTED TO BE LOVED
By Janet Carter-Wright 
 

18 RTO/ERO District 15 members enjoyed the perfor-
mance of Sweet Charity at Shaw in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
on Wednesday, Oct. 7. It was a pleasant fall day for mem-
bers to stroll through the quaint town to shop, have lunch 
or just enjoy the ambience before going to the theatre.  
 

This year’s musical was set in 1960s New York. Dance 
hall hostess Charity Hope Valentine wears her heart on 
her sleeve – literally as a tattoo. When we meet her, she’s 
getting dumped yet again and stuck working as a dancer-
for-hire at the Fandango Ballroom. Her friends Nickie 
and Helene tell her she’s trapped as a taxi dancer for life, 
but Charity never gives up hope even though in her adventures to find love she 
almost drowns and gets locked in closets. She knows that she’ll find the perfect 
mate and when she meets the meek but sweet Oscar Lindquist, she believes she’s 
finally found the man to whisk her away to create a new life. Has her luck finally 
changed? Has she finally bet her heart on the right guy?
 

Originally based on the 1956 Academy Award-winning film The Nights of Cabiria 
by Federico Fellini, Sweet Charity pairs fun ‘60s music and hip dance numbers 
with a smart comedic script by Neil Simon. Filled with musical numbers like “Big 
Spender” and “If My Friends Could See Me Now,” Sweet Charity captures the 
rhythm and talk of the late ‘60s. This musical delights with fast-paced, witty dia-
logue and the klutzy antics of its lovable heroine. Audiences have been falling in 
love with Charity since the musical’s Broadway premiere in 1966 where it ran for 
over 600 performances. All three of its runs on Broadway garnered Tony Awards 
and it has delighted audiences in London’s West End and across the globe.
 

Sweet Charity’s New York is a vibrant view of the city on the verge of the ‘70s and 
filled with different cultures, fashions, and rhythms. Parker Esse’s choreography 
brought out the sexiness and dance talents of the Shaw Ensemble, strutting and 
swinging through Times Square dance halls and urban landscapes in “Rich Man’s 
Frug,” “The Rhythm of Life,” and other big dance numbers. With the costumes 
drawn from various aspects of the mod and hippie styles of the era and a set com-
posed of iconic urban elements of the city, Sweet Charity transported us from the 
Festival Theatre stage to a very funky New York.
 

It was an outstanding performance and the whole experience was fantastic.
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Theatre Report
 By Dave Wright
 

The play we saw at the Aldershot Players’ dinner theatre in 
October was a comedy/ British farce titled Funny Money. 
The lead character is Henry A. Perkins, a mild-mannered 
C.P.A., who accidentally on the train picks up the wrong 
briefcase - one full of money! Henry assumes it is illicit cash 
and he decides to keep it. Knowing that the former owner 
must have his briefcase, he rushes home to book one way 
fares to Barcelona. He tells his confused wife to leave ev-
erything behind; if she doesn’t like Barcelona, they can go 
to Bali. 
 

The doorbell rings as they wait for their taxi. The police 
detective at the door thinks Henry was soliciting in the men’s room of the local 
pub; actually, he was sitting in the loo counting the cash. The bell rings again. 
Another detective arrives thinking Henry is dead; a man with bullet holes in his 
head and Henry’s briefcase were found in the Thames. Henry’s inept attempts 
to extricate himself from this impossible situation lead to increasingly hysteri-
cal situations that kept the audience in stitches. How the actors kept their lines 
straight amidst all the confusion and hilarity on the stage was amazing. The acting 
was very good.
 

Gypsy at the Drury Lane Theatre was not a comedy. Gypsy 
is loosely based on the 1957 memoirs of Gypsy Rose Lee, 
the famous striptease artist, and focuses on her mother, 
Rose. It follows the dreams and efforts of Rose to raise two 
daughters to perform onstage and highlights the hardships 
of show business life. The character of Louise is based on 
Lee, and the character of June is based on Lee’s sister, the 
actress June Havoc. It opened on Broadway in 1959 and 
starred Ethel Merman as Rose. It was in London in 1973 
and Angela Lansbury was Rose. The movie versions starred 

Rosalind Russell and Bette Midler. Those of us who have seen the movie felt that 
the lady who played Rose had a hard act to follow.
 

The music includes familiar songs like “Everything’s Coming Up Roses” and “Let 
Me Entertain You.” The Drury Lane singers always put on a good show and this 
was no exception even with new actors and a number of young people.  
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EVON LANCASTER
By Ruth Roberts 
 

November 11, 2015 broke in the 
early morning with grey, overcast 
skies. By eleven o’clock Evon was 
watching the Remembrance Day 
ceremonies in her home and 
I was attending the service in 
Hamilton. By the afternoon the 
sun shone brightly and we spent 
time together in her home recall-
ing her life. 
 

Evon was born in Hamilton 
when the family lived on Gage 
Avenue. When she was about six 
years old they moved to Alder-
shot, to a house on Waterdown 
Road which still stands.  Her el-
ementary schooling took place at 
Maplehurst.  She and her two brothers had to walk almost 2 miles along Plains 
Road (Highway #2) on the path beside the roadway.  The family later moved to a 
home on King Road.  For high school Evon took the bus to Waterdown District 
High school. The next step in her education was to attend the Teacher’s College in 
Hamilton.  After she graduated from Teacher’s College she was not able to obtain 
a position in teaching locally until she completed her “Country Experience.” This 
necessitated a stay with a farm family in Carlisle during the week with visits home 
on the weekends. 
 

The family at that time included her parents and two younger brothers.  She re-
called that her father loved to fish and therefore the family frequently vacationed 
at a lake near Kingston.  Evon has an interesting memory of these trips – she had 
to row the boat (the hard part) while her father took the easier task of casting for 
the fish.  Another childhood memory still has great significance for Evon.  Her 
friend Helen was born when their families both lived on Gage Avenue. After 
over 80 years these two ladies celebrate their birthdays each year spending time 
together.  A truly remarkable friendship!
 

   (Evon Lancaster.. continues on Page 13)

Evon, granddaughter Claire, daughter Catherine
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   (Evon Lancaster.. continued from Page 12)

In 1953, Evon Jakes married Peter Lancaster who had been a British army officer.  
Peter and Evon both enjoyed choral singing especially Gilbert and Sullivan and 
they met during rehearsals for one of their operettas.  Peter worked at Westing-
house doing special design work for that company.  Their family grew with the 
birth of their two children.  Roger now lives in Calgary and has 4 children.   Cath-
erine is living in Vancouver and she has 2 children. Travelling regularly to visit her 
family is a very special time for Evon. 
 

Peter and Evon along with their family took several trips to England to visit rela-
tives and over the years Evon has travelled with friends to Europe, the US and 
Mexico.  She plans to visit her sister-in-law in Mexico this winter.  Early in her re-
tirement she did volunteer work at the Burlington Art Centre acting as a docent.  
She enjoyed meeting former students who came to the Centre on class field trips.  
She also spent a good many years in the gift shop. Presently she volunteers at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens helping out in the Archives Department.  She readily 
admitted that she is no gardener – her husband looked after all of that aspect of 
their life, so doing the work in the Archives is much more to her liking.   
 

Later in our conversation we returned to talking about her career in education.  As 
was common at the time Evon took many courses during the summer and then 
began working on her degree.  Her first posting as a teacher in Burlington was 
at Central Public School where she taught grade one.  She spent five years teach-
ing Special Education and then became the Vice Principal at Mountain Gardens 
School, which is where I first met Evon.  She was also a Vice Principal at Pineland 
School.  In 1972 she became Principal of two schools in the Aldershot Area – Fair-
field and Woodview.  Later she was principal at Pauline Johnson and Paul Fisher 
schools.  Evon retired in 1983.  It is worth noting that Evon was one of the first 
three female principals in this area, following in the path of Florence Meares and 
Irma Couslon.  During her career Evon was very involved with the Federation 
of Women Teachers and was, and still is, passionate about women’s issues.  She 
always encouraged the women on her staff to seek promotion.  She is delighted to 
see so many women in administration today.  
 

Today, Evon enjoys playing Bridge, going to movies, attending the opera and  

watching Downton Abbey (although she really doesn’t watch much TV) reading 
and dining out.  When I asked her about the qualities she most admired in others 
she highlighted - loyalty, people you can count on, and those who can have a bit 

   (Evon Lancaster.. continues on Page 14)
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of fun.  In her own words she has had an enjoyable, happy life with no regrets.  
What does the future hold for Evon Lancaster?  She is seriously considering a 
move to Vancouver to be closer to her daughter Catherine and family.  There is a 
new retirement home being constructed there so she won’t have to cook (she re-
ally doesn’t enjoy it), do the grocery shopping or take out the garbage.
 

I left Evon’s home with the sun shining brightly.  My spirits were bright too as 
I was privileged to record some remembrances of a life truly well lived so that I 
could share them with you. 

   (Evon Lancaster.. continued from Page 13)

 

Welcome New RTO/ERO District 15 Members!!! 

Our membership is now well over 2500. Below are the names of retired teach-
ers and other education staff who became members since Sept., 2015. Please 
welcome them and invite them to join you at one of our many activities.

Carmine Agro-Debenedictis  Benson Amun  David Barry 
Helen Beare   Geraldine Bradfield  Barbara Bratton 
Laura Clark   Marianne D’Amato Dorothy Davis
Cheryl Day   Margaret Dennie  Mary Ann Dickson 
Patricia Downes Patricia Easterbrook Pamela Ferguson 
Susan Ferguson   Christine Freeman  Janet Graham
Susan Greaves  Sally Gray  Ursula Greer
Robert Harvey       Kathryn Heller McRoberts  Zoe Horning
Diane Hutchison Janette Jeppesen  Donna Keating
Kathleen Konior Donna Krakofsky  Francois Lavictoire 
Rollande Lavictoire  Lynda McCann  Mary Ann MacDonald 
Judith Magnus       Donna Martorella-Harris Kathleen McDonald
Beverly Miller   Leanne Monkman Anne Marie O’Donnell
Carolyn Oliver   Susi Pichelli   Joanne Marie Rheault 
Lydia Ribble  Diane Richards   Jane Robertson 
Jeanneda Saulnier  Judy Scannell   Karen Sills 
Sandra Shields   Joan Slacer   Theresa Slomka
 Linda Townsend    Patricia Jansje Van Benthem  Catherine Van Heukelom 
Margaret Warmels  Jacquelyn Watson-Hill  Paula Wolfe 
    Joanne Yantho 



Unfortunately, I have not received any items to add to our scrap-
book since our last Halton Herald and therefore have nothing 
to report. I would, however, like to thank anyone who has ever 
contributed to our RTO/ERO Archives’ Scrapbook these past 
years. 
 

I am also imploring all of our members to take the time to send 
me by e-mail or postal mail any photos or clippings of any of 

our members that you come across including obituaries. Please don’t hesitate to 
send me anything about yourself. Remember, if it is important or interesting 
enough to be in a newspaper or other publication, then it is definitely important 
enough to be put into our scrapbook! 
 

My address is 1446 Brenner Court, Burlington ON. L7P 2Z2. You may also 
contact me by e-mail at judymsloan@yahoo.ca or by phone at 905-336-5538. 
Hopefully, I will have something to report in our next Halton Herald.

Visit us on the Internet at district15.rto-ero.org
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Archives Committee
By Judy Sloan

Contribute to the Herald!
 

The next Halton Herald will be distributed in April, 2016.  
•  Share a line with our readers and let them know what you are up to.
•  Send a Letter to the Editor on any topic that concerns you.
•  Write an article on any topic that may interest your retired colleagues.  
    Please try to limit your article to a maximum of  1000 words. The full  
    version of  longer articles will be published on the District website.
•  Share a funny story with our many readers. 
•  Provide us with pictures to share with our members.
Send your article or correspondence to the Newsletter Coordinator, 
Phyllis Kingsley by e-mail: philipot44@gmail.com by mail to 
40 Rayne Ave. Oakville, ON, L6H 1C2 or telephone: 905-845-6911. 
Deadline - February 15, 2016.
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IF YOU ARE MOVING or IF YOUR ADDRESS INFORMATION or 
YOUR E-MAIL INFORMATION IS INCORRECT 

          Contact Dianne Vezeau at the Provincial RTO/ERO office 
 In Writing: 18 Spadina Road, Toronto, ON  M5R 2S7
 By Phone: 1-800-361-9888 Ext. 223 or 1-416-962-9463 Ext 223 
           or by e-mail at dvezeau@rto-ero.org                       
     or Contact Claudia Stewart by telephone 905-331-5614                  
  or by e-mail at stewartcj@me.com 

This newsletter will be different from all our previous Her-
alds in that it will contain no paid advertisements. We have 
been informed by the Provincial RTO office that Districts are 
now no longer allowed to run paid advertisements because of 
Canada Revenue Agency regulations.
 

Printing a newsletter of the calibre of the Herald and mailing it 
to close to 2500 members is an extremely costly venture - one 

that was mitigated by the generous support of our advertisers.  It remains to be 
seen what impact this decision will have on our ability to continue to provide 
you with a hard copy of the magazine mailed to your home. In the meantime, 
you could help lower our costs by opting to receive a digital copy of the Herald.  
Contact Peter Gnish pgnish@gmail.com to be put on the list. 
 

On a positive note, the decision has made the newsletter coordinator’s job de-
scription a whole lot lighter!  I am still looking for someone to assume this posi-
tion in 2016 and will gladly train my successor. The position requires someone 
with good editing and proof reading skills (where are all the language teachers 
who loved wielding the red pencil ??) and basic computing skills.  The other part 
of the job involves liaising with the printer and very occasionally, Canada Post.   
 

If this interests you, please call me at 905-845-6911, or e-mail philipot44@gmail.
com  and I will be happy to give you a more detailed description of what is in-
volved.

Newsletter Coordinator Report
By Phyllis Kingsley
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Calendar of  Events: January to June 2016
Jan. 22  Burl-Oak Theatre Group, Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts,   
   Navy St., Oakville. Play Dead Guilty by Richard Harris. 8:00 p.m.   
  Cost $ 28.00. Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 
  or davidwright16@me.com
 

Jan. 28 Breakfast at Moe’s Family Restaurant, 467 Speers Rd., Oakville. 
  9:00 a.m.  Contact Paul Durnan 905-630-2285.  

Feb. 4 Drury Lane Theatre, 2269 New St., Burlington. Music Hall,
  8:00 p.m. Cost $ 28.00. Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 
  or davidwright16@me.com
 

Feb. 17 RTO/ERO District 15 Winter Meeting and Lunch, Burlington 
  Conference Centre, 1120 Burloak Drive, Burlington. 12:00 noon.
   Details and Registration Form on Page 19.
 

Feb. 25 Breakfast at Sunnyside Grill, Appleby Square, Burlington.  
  9:00 a.m.  Contact Paul Durnan 905-630-2285.
 

Mar. 22 Dundas Museum, 139 Park St. West, Dundas. Treasures from the   
               Vault - The  Museum’s 60th Anniversary. 10:00 a.m. 
  Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 or davidwright16@me.com.  
  Admission is free but donations are appreciated.
 

Mar. 24 Breakfast at Moe’s Family Restaurant, 467 Speers Rd., Oakville. 
  9:00 a.m.  Contact Paul Durnan 905-630-2285.
 

May 19 Drury Lane Theatre, 2269 New St., Burlington. Musical Company.  
  8:00 p.m. Cost $28.00.  Contact Dave Wright at 905-639 -093 
  or davidwright16@me.com by Mar 1.
 

May 26 Stratford Festival Musical, A Chorus Line, 2:00 p.m. Cost for 
  bus/ticket package TBA.
  Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 or davidwright16@me.com. 
 

June 21/22 Burlington Performing Arts Centre, Locust St., Burlington.  
  Burlington Footnotes, Gotta Sing, Gotta Dance. Cost $25.00. 
  2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on June 21 and 2:00 p.m. on June 22. 
  Buy tickets on-line or at the box office 905-681-6000. 
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RTO/ERO District 15 Contact List

Executive 2015 – 2016
Past President   Penny Hambly  905-639-6193
President   Carolyn Hilton  905-844-2984 
1st Vice President  Moira Jane Plexman 905-845-1977 
2nd Vice President  Claudia Stewart  905-331-5614
Secretary   Janet Carter-Wright 905-336-5328
Treasurer   Chub Baxter  905-643-3732 
Member-at-Large   Jim Baker  905-639-1292
Committees 
Archives   Judy Sloan  905-336-5538
Awards    Penny Hambly  905-639-6193
 Book of Remembrance  Marina Lloyd  905-637-6030 
Communications  
     Website Coordinator  Jeannie Woodcroft 905-315-0581
     E-Letter Coordinator  Jan Murdoch  289-271-9817 
     Newsletter Coordinator  Phyllis Kingsley  905-845-6911  
     Newsletter Editor: Peter Gnish - Design: Cate Roberts 905-547-1628
       Editing: Pam Ahrens, Catherine Briggs, Phyllis Kingsley
       Proofreaders: Chub Baxter, Eleanor McCulloch, George MacRae, 
              Marilyn MacRae and Ray Smith. 
Goodwill Chair   Marina Lloyd  905-637-6030
  West Convenor  Ruth Roberts   905=634-9255      
  East Convenor  Warren McBurney  905-845-8219
       North Convenor   Marg Megelink   905-877-7135         
      Out-of-Region Convenor  Peter Gnish  905-547-1628 
Health Services   Colton Roberts  905-335-0027
Membership/Recruitment Chair  Claudia Stewart  905-331-5614 
  Committee Members: Judy Sloan  
Pension    Jim Baker  905-639-1292
Political Advocacy  Sheila Bugala  905-878-8733
  Committee Member: Darcea Hiltz, Maureen O’Toole-Bujold  
Program    Moira Jane Plexman 905-845-1977
  Committee Members:  Penny Hambly, Mary Lyons, Gail Reeves, 
     and Roberte Rivard, 
Recreation   David Wright  905-639-5093
  Committee Member: Janet Carter-Wright
Tours     Jan Murdoch  289-271-9817 
  Committee Members:  Jim Brownridge, Shirley Brownridge, 
   Connie Goman, Darcea Hiltz, Susan Hoicka, Colton Roberts
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New Probate Filing Rules Face Ontario Executors
By Shane Walsh
 

Effective January 1, 2015, new probate filing rules took effect for estates in the 
Province of Ontario. These changes will impact Ontario residents and the Execu-
tors of their estate.
 

What is probate? 
Probate is how your estate is administered and processed through the legal system 
after your death. Probate can refer to the presenting of a will to the courts for 
filing; to “probate” a will. Where required, the provincial government grants this 
authority by issuing a probate certificate known as the “Certificate Appointment 
of Estate Trustee” and there is a respective fee based on the value of the deceased’s 
estate, regardless if they have a will or not.  
 

If the total value of your estate is $1,000 or less, no fee will be collected for pro-
bate purposes. On estates with values between $1,000 and $50,000 your Execu-
tor is required to pay $5.00 for every $1,000 in the estate. If the value of your 
estate exceeds $50,000 you are required to pay a $250.00 fee plus $15.00 for each 
$1,000 in the estate above the first $50,000.
 

To reduce the amount of assets that are subject to probate, it is beneficial to 
ensure that all of your Life Insurance policies and Registered Investment Plans 
(RRSP, RRIF, LIRA, LIF, TFSA,) have named beneficiaries. If your Life insur-
ance policies and Registered Investment Plans have your “Estate” listed as the 
beneficiary, those accounts/policies are subject to probate. Investments that are 
held “Joint with Rights of Survivorship” are typically not included for probate. In 
some instances they are subject to probate based on intent.  It is very important 
to consult a professional before adding joint account holders as there are potential 
consequences and pitfalls that could alter your intentions.
 

What has changed?
In the 2011 Ontario budget, the Province indicated they were tightening the 
probate rules by transferring the administration of probate from the Ministry 
of the Attorney General to the Ministry of Finance. This change is expected to 
significantly alter the way Ontario’s probate fee is administered as the Ministry of 
Finance has more defined processes for assessing and collecting tax revenue. Prior 
to January 1, 2015, the value of determining an estate for probate purposes did 
not require detailed information when making an application for a probate certif-

       (Probate.. continues on Page 22)
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icate. The Executor would provide a single amount for the value of the deceased’s 
estate and that was generally accepted for probate purposes. There was no require-
ment to provide supporting documentation to back up the value reported. 
 

Effective January 1, 2015, Executors who apply for a “Certificate of Appointment 
of Estate Trustee” will be required to complete and file an “Estate Information 
Return” with the Ministry of Finance within 90 days after the Certificate of Ap-
pointment of Estate Trustee has been issued. The Executor is now responsible 
to provide details of how the estate’s value was determined. Failure to do so can 
result in a fine, or in a worst case scenario, imprisonment. The Estate Information 
Return will provide more transparency and accountability to provide the Ontario 
government with more details for assessment purposes. Estate Information Re-
turns would not be required if the estate does not need to be probated.
 

What information is included in an Estate Information Return?
Information about the deceased and the Executor is required in the Estate Infor-
mation Return, along with a list and description of the assets in the estate. Assets 
that should be included are:
•        Real estate in Ontario (including your house, cottage, and other real estate        
          in the province)
•        Bank accounts
•        Non-registered investments (e.g. stocks, bonds, mutual funds, GIC’s, 
           options etc.)
•        RRSPs, RRIFs, TFSAs that do not have a named beneficiary
•        Proceeds from life insurance that do not have a named beneficiary
•        Vehicles  and vessels (car, truck, boat, motorcycle, ATV)
•        All property of which the deceased had beneficial interest even if the legal      
           title was held by someone else (including contents of the home)
•        Jointly held assets as tenants in common (JTIC)
•        A calculation of applicable probate taxes
 

What is excluded?
•         Real estate outside of Ontario
•         Canada Pension Plan death benefits
•         Assets that pass outside of the estate (not subject to probate) including: 
  1.       RRSPs, RRIFs, TFSAs with named beneficiaries
  2.       Life insurance proceeds paid to a named beneficiary
  3.       Assets held jointly with rights of survivorship (JTWROS)

       (Probate..continues on Page 23)
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       (Probate..continued from Page 22)

What if a mistake was made on the Estate Information Return?
If you make a mistake on the Estate Information Return within 4 years of filing 
the paperwork you can file an amended return to correct the errors within 30 
days of becoming aware of the mistake. If the error is discovered after 4 years has 
passed, there is no requirement to file an amendment.
 

If the Ministry of Finance determines, through an audit, that estate values were 
underestimated, the Ministry will issue a reassessment notice. Despite the 4 year 
limit of correcting errors, the Ministry of Finance can assess or reassess an estate at 
any time where it is determined that an executor has failed to file an Estate Infor-
mation Return; made a misrepresentation through neglect or carelessness; or com-
mitted fraud in supplying or omitting information regarding the estate. Executors 
who fail to file an Estate Information Return as required, or who make false or 
misleading statements on the return, can be liable to a fine of at least $1,000 and 
up to twice the tax payable on the estate and/or imprisonment of up to 2 years.
 

How is an Estate Information Return Filed?
Estate Information Returns can be filed by mail, fax, or in person. Further details 
can be found here: http://www.fin.gov.on.ca/en/tax/eat/index.html
 

More information
If you would like more information or a copy of our “Estate Directory” or our 
“Executor Checklist” please call me at 905-648-3588. 

ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION POLICY
 

It is the policy of RTO/ERO HALTON DISTRICT 15 that all advertising and 
promotion to or by its members must have prior approval by the District.  In 
this context Advertising and Promotion includes signage, verbal presentations, 
handouts, distributed material and display table material. Publication of any 
advertisement by an outside group in the Halton Herald or other District 15 
printed material, on the District website or e-letter or at any District function 
or event does not constitute endorsement of the product or service by RTO/
ERO Halton District 15.
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Pensions & Retirement Concerns
By Jim Baker

The Teachers Federation and the Ontario Government estab-
lished the Ontario Teachers Pension Plan in 1991.  Each of 
the six affiliates has active representation on the board (RTO/
ERO has official observer status). The committee meets 4 
times during the year.
 

Our plan is a “defined” benefit plan with both employee and 
employer contributions. Approximately 78% of income comes from investment 
returns. The average retirement age is 59 and the average pension is $44,000.  
The ratio of active teachers to retirees is 1.4 to 1 and the expected years on pen-
sion is 31 years. The slogan for the Ontario Teachers Federation is clarity with the 
emphasis of being, caring, resourceful and proactive.
 

The Provincial Pensions and Retirements Concerns Committee attempts to keep 
retired teachers informed.  It has recently updated the Pension & Retirement 
Concerns District Representative handbook which assists the district representa-
tive to respond to your questions.  It has also recently revised the 70 fact sheets of 
interest to retirees on numerous topics.

RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation
 

The Foundation’s goal of improving the quality of life for all Canadian seniors is 
off to a good start. Dr. Paula Rochon, the newly funded Chair of Geriatrics at U 
of T, has begun her research into seniors’ health issues. 
 

Celebrating a milestone, special anniversary or other special occasion? Why not 
suggest that friends and family make a donation to the Foundation in your hon-
our?  Gifts made in memory or in honour of will be acknowledged with a special 
card with art that is original and created by your fellow RTO/ERO members. 
Foundation donor cards have been distributed to Halton area funeral homes. You 
may consider making a bequest to the Foundation when drawing up or updating 
your will. All donations support the Foundation’s vision of positively impacting 
the lives of senior citizens in Canada.
 

You can donate online www.rto-ero.org/ways--give-O 
or by e-mail at ybronstein@rto-ero.org. Mail Cheques payable to 
RTO/ERO Foundation to 300-18 Spadina Rd., Toronto ON M5R 2S7



The application form for the RTO/ERO Scholarship Fund is 
now on the Provincial website as well as on our Halton District 
15 website. The deadline to apply is February, 2016. This is a 
$1000.00 scholarship which is given to twenty-five chosen ap-
plicants. An RTO/ERO member can sponsor the application of 
a child, grandchild, niece, nephew, grandniece, grandnephew, 
son-in-law, daughter-in-law or step-child who is enrolled in the 
last year of a program recognized at Canadian Publicly-Funded 

Colleges or Universities. The criteria for receiving a scholarship include non-edu-
cational occupations such as those in health care and the trades.
  

The RTO/ERO Project Service to Others is a grant program to sponsor commu-
nity projects for our 48 Districts.  A District may apply for an individual project 
that supports local, national or international programs to a maximum of $4000 
per project. This year, the Service to Others Committee approved total funding of 
$89,110 to fully or in part support 30 of the 37 projects that were submitted for 
consideration.  Since the Project Service to Others program began, it has provided 
$1,399,943.69 in funds towards 439 District projects. We are encouraging our 
District members to help spread the word that RTO/ERO is involved in support-
ing worthwhile local, national or international community projects.  Contact me 
if you know of any project which we could submit if it meets the criteria.
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Funny Signs!
 

  On  a Plumber’s truck:: “We  repair what your husband fixed.”  
 

   In  a Veterinarian’s waiting room:  “Be  back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!” 
 

   In a Restaurant Window:  “Don’t stand there and be hungry; come on 
  in and get fed  up.” 
 

  In  the front yard of a Funeral Home:: “Drive  carefully. We’ll wait.” 
 

  Sign  on the back of another Septic Tank Truck:: “Caution  -- This Truck 
  is full of Political  Promises”      

   (Evon Lancaster.. continues on Page 13)

Awards Committee
By Penny  Hambly



Since completing the last of the physiotherapy for a hip re-
placement as I write this, I can now speak with some know-
ledge of the process involved in ensuring a smooth relation-
ship with Johnson’s as one seeks the financial help to which 
we are entitled. I have learned so much about the surgery and 
its aftermath. More germane to the coverage by RTO/ERO, 
I learned some things which I would like to pass on to those 

who are contemplating replacement or other surgery which may need medical ap-
pliances or therapy. 
 

First and foremost, it is important to contact Johnson’s Insurance in order to know 
what is covered.  While there are many devices available to assist you, not all are 
covered by the plan. The walker, the “reacher,” commode rental and bathtub seat 
were so helpful and were covered by our plan. A doctor’s note is needed to ensure 
that an item will be covered. On the other hand, elastic laces, a small item, were 
not covered. 
 

The government provides for 5 sessions in your home with a physiotherapist with 2 
additional possible if recommended. That is a change from the 7 which were auto-
matically available previously. Since I had contacted Johnson’s prior to the surgery, 
it smoothed the process for getting 80% coverage for several weeks. 
 

It is equally important for those who are travelling this winter to attend to their 
coverage. Ensure that you know the process outlined in your Group benefit book-
let and adhere to it. In the event of illness, this will be invaluable to you. Every year 
a few of our members across the province run into unnecessary problems because 
they were not familiar with their plan and how it works. In addition, know the 
rules of the land to which you are travelling. For example, recent changes could 
impact Canadians who travel to the USA for a significant part of the year. For 
example, in calculating how many days you have been in the States, a brief trip to 
Buffalo to drop a friend or relative off at the airport counts as a whole day, even 
though you may only be in the country for a very short time. Time spent in that 
country by Canadians is being tracked very closely now.
 

As with the health issue, careful consideration of those things which can affect your 
travel plans will make your experience more satisfactory. 

Health Services Committee Report
By Colton Roberts
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The trees, in full colour, on the drive to Milton made the jour-
ney a reward in itself. We were delighted to have over a hundred 
members turn out for our Fall Meeting at the Teatro Confer-
ence and Event Centre on October 26. In keeping with the sea-
son, the room was decked out in orange and black with deco-
rated pumpkins as table centres. We had many compliments on 
the food service and menu choice. 

  
Our guest speaker, author Plum Johnson, de-
scribed how it came to be that she wrote her 
memoir They Left Us Everything. Her lively and 
informative talk touched on aspects of life with 
which many of us in the “sandwich generation” 
could easily relate. The challenge of caring for her 
aging parents and subsequent cleaning out of the 
family home led her on a journey of discovery 
that formed the content of her book. The final 
message to us all was to retain diaries, letters and 
mementoes that allow our descendents to know 
who we really are. We should not be shy or con-
cerned about the contents of those writings, as by 
the time our children come across them we will 
already be dead! Following her presentation, Plum 
autographed books for our members. See photos 
of many of the participants on the next page.
 

We look forward to seeing you at our February 17, 2016 Winter Meeting to 
be held at the Burlington Conference Centre, 1170 Burloak Drive. Please check 
the flyer in the centre of the Herald to read about our guest speakers, Jim & Sue 
Waddington, who literally followed in the footsteps of the Group of Seven. Their 
beautiful coffee table book will be on sale following their presentation to those 
who may be interested.
 

Save the Date....Four-time Stephen Leacock Award nominee and two time-win-
ner, Terry Fallis, will be our speaker at the May 5 AGM. Terry is author of five 
books, one of which was made into the CBC series The Best Laid Plans.  If you 
think his books are entertaining, you will love him in person!

Program Committee
By Moira Plexman
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District 15 Fall Meeting  
Photos By Penny Hambly



Into the North West Passage
By Lynn Gapes
 

We often hear and/or use the expression, ‘a trip of a lifetime’.  I experienced one 
this year.  Unlike the brave men who attempted to find a passage through the 
Canadian Arctic in small ships with no knowledge of what they would be experi-
encing, I was aboard a ship with a warm cabin, 
fresh food, and an incredibly knowledgeable 
staff. This staff included ornithologists, arche-
ologists, culturalists, marine biologists, and 
every other kind of ‘ologist’ imaginable. There 
were more masters’ degrees and PhD`s on that 
ship than you would find any place other than 
a university campus. This was an expedition 
cruise, meaning we disembarked every day, on 
zodiacs, to hike, learn about and experience 
the amazing Arctic.  We climbed up rugged, 
steep inclines, walked beside glaciers, cruised  
in zodiacs through `no-two-alike` icebergs, 
visited islands that had the last Hudson Bay 
outlet and the graves of three of Franklin`s 
men,  ending in Kugluktuk (Coppermine) in 
the North West Territories.
 

Our charter plane took us from Toronto to Kangerlussuaq, ‘The Big Fjord’, in 
Greenland.  After a tundra tour, we boarded the Ocean Endeavour and sailed 
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 (North West Passage...continues on  Page 30)



north along the Greenland coast first to Sisimiut where we walked the village with 
a young Inuit girl as a guide.  There were many Greenlandic sled dogs here and in 
the next villages.  They are beautiful animals and as you are not allowed to have 
any other kind of dog in Greenland, this breed stays pure. Two hundred fifty ki-

lometres north, our stop was 
Ilulissat, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of the Ilulissat 
Icefjord.  I took advantage 
of a helicopter flight to the 
60 plus km. long Sermeq 
Kualleq Glacier, one of the 
most active and fastest mov-
ing in the world. It moves 
nineteen metres a day and 
calves more than thirty five 
square kilometres of ice an-
nually.  We had an hour to 
walk on the ‘moonscape’ be-

side the glacier.   
 

The following days saw us sail up Karrat Fjord, into Mellville Bay and Kap York.  
From the zodiacs and while on land, we experienced the high cliffs that are dotted 
with millions of seabirds, primarily auks and murres.  
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 (North West Passage...continues on  Page 30)

We left Greenland via Smith Sound which was the main route for most of those 
searching for the NWP and our route to Ellesmere Island. We toured Aujuit-
tuq (Grise Fiord), situated a thousand kilometres north of the Arctic Circle. It 
is Canada`s most northerly community with a population of about 165. This 
settlement was started in the 
1953 when eight Inuit fami-
lies were moved there from 
northern Quebec.They were 
promised a better place to 
live, but it was a barren and 
inhospitable spot.  If you 
Google this attempt by the 
government to establish sov-
ereignty over the Arctic you 
will see that it was very inhumane.  The people eventually moved the settlement to 
a slightly better location and are extremely proud that this is `their` community.

As we continued our journey we saw polar bears, muskoxen, Arctic foxes, bearded 
and harp seals, various gulls, 
kittiwakes, fulmars, and jae-
gars.  The icebergs, blue wa-
ters, mountains, glaciers and 
various Arctic flora are inde-
scribably beautiful.  We had 
amazing weather without one 
day of rain, fog or real cold.  
 

On the 17th day, a charter 
plane took us to Edmonton 
where it seemed strange to see 
trees, cars, shopping malls, 
and all the things in our com-
mon everyday world that are 
so different from the incred-
ibly uncommon, but beautiful 
world of the Arctic.
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 (Tours...continues on Page 33)

Having just returned from Greece (along with 6 other RTO/
ERO members from Halton and Niagara), I have added it to 
my list of “Favourite Countries.” The food was amazing and 
very affordable, the people were friendly and accommodating 
and the history and related structures were outstanding.
 

On the island of Amorgos there are 25,000 goats, 18,000 peo-
ple and over 30,000 cats. You can expect to see cats everywhere 

especially when you sit down to dine.  The group’s first walk was to a Byzantine 
Church on the side of a mountain near the village of Lagada, along a path of 
stone and steps that were over 2,000 years old. In the village, we visited a dis-
tillery of Amorgian es-
sential herbs and then 
wandered the narrow 
streets. Lunch was at 
Lakki village by the 
beach of Aegial where 
we tried authentic 
Greek dishes and en-
joyed the view of the 
sea.
 

One of the most memorable days started with a visit to the Byzantine Monastery 
of Panagia Chozoviotissa, which sits high on the side of a coastal cliff. It took 
between 20-30 minutes to ascend and our poles were definitely an asset.  Once 

there we had a tour and some 
refreshments offered by the East 
Orthodox priest. Next we visited 
Chora, the capital city of Amor-
gos, where all the narrow streets 
have trellises overhead to offer 
protection from the weather, 
and as we wandered through the 
stepped streets, we admired the 
brightly painted doors and tiny 

Tours Committee
By Jan Murdoch
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lanes that were over 2000 years old. The older 
villages on the island are always located at the 
top of the hills out of view from the ports to 
reduce invasions that occurred frequently dur-
ing the Byzantine era. From Chora we headed 
to the Monastery of Agios Georgios Valsamitis 
which is built on the ruins of an ancient wa-
ter oracle, one of the three oracles dedicated 
to the god Apollo. The nun who restored the 
monastery and now maintains it, allows access 
to the water but doesn’t endorse it as she is very 
clear that man was given free will and therefore 
individuals own their own destiny. 
 

Friday afternoon was spent learning to cook 
Greek style, preparing and then eating some 
authentic Greek cuisine. Irene Giannakopoulos owner/manager of the Aegialis 
Hotel was our Instructor.  I have posted the recipes on the District 15 website and 
included the videos of the preparations.
 

Our stay on Amorgos Island was cut short because of an impending ferry strike 
which would have prevented us from catch-
ing our return flight to Canada. This allowed 
us a more in-depth experience in Athens as 
our hotel was close to the metro and journeys 
into the core of the city were just three stops 
away. Visiting the Plaka offered an opportu-
nity to pick up some excellent bargains while 
experiencing a little more of the Greek cul-
ture. The restaurants near our hotel were out-
standing, where we would order an array of 
authentic dishes with wine at the average cost 
of 12 Euros per person. Maureen and I spent 
a day visiting the Oracle of Apollo at Delphi 
which overlooks a magnificent valley.
 

I have been invited back to Greece in the spring of 2016 to visit alternative loca-
tions for walking tours, so stay tuned.
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 Iceland - Fall 2016
 

Iceland offers a unique experience as our itinerary involves personalized touring 
with our own driver and guide. I have created a walking scale that enables every-
one to determine the challenge level of the walks. It can be found on the District 
15 website. The most challenging walk will be on the glacier but you are provided 
with all of the necessary equipment to make the trek very doable. At one of our 
hotels on the south shore we will be able to sit outside in hot tubs while scanning 
the sky for the northern lights. The size of our vehicle determines the number of 
people who can participate in this adventure. Only a few spots remain for this fall 
2016 opportunity to visit the location where 2 tectonic plates meet.
 

Asia - Spring 2017
 

Hanoi city tours, an overnight on a Deluxe Junk in Halong Bay and then a cruise 
down the Mekong from Siem Reap to Ho Chi Minh City are a few of the high-
lights of this trip. We will share an authentic experience in Vietnam and Cam-
bodia before moving on to Thailand and then finally to the remote country of 
Bhutan, a journey that will take more than 26 days and one that is full of history, 
culture and great food. The full itinerary is posted on the District 15 web site or 
you can find it at travelcronies.ca. Although you can read about our wonderful 
excursion on the internet, the trip is completely booked and deposits have been 
accepted. We even have a wait list in the event that an opening might occur. 
Travel is all about making memories; the more we learn about different cultures, 
the more accepting we are of the people of the world.
 

If you have any questions on current or future journeys, please contact Jan Mur-
doch 905-691-8407 or janmurdoch8@gmail.com






