




At our 40th anniversary celebrations at the AGM in April, I 
looked around the room at all our past district presidents and 
realised that I was privileged to be joining such prestigious 
ranks!  As I begin my term as President of RTO/ERO District 
15, I would like to thank the board and membership for their 
vote of confidence in me and pledge to do whatever I can to 
further the interests of this organization.
 

The AGM in April, which celebrated Halton District 15’s 
40th anniversary, was a very classy affair with most of the Past Presidents in 
attendance as guests. Lloyd Robertson was the guest speaker and he regaled us 
with stories from his long career in broadcasting. We thank Past President Jan 
Murdoch for all the time and effort that she put into producing the wonder-
ful booklet on the early history of District 15. It was available at the meeting 
together with some educational artifacts. You can view both the booklet and the 
photographs of the AGM on our website.
 

There have been a number of changes in our board. As you learned from his 
report in the last Herald, Peter Gnish resigned as Communications Chair in 
April. Peter was on the Board for 18 years, was District President in 1998-99 and 
served as Editor of the Herald for 13 years.  In his role as Editor, Peter did almost 
everything related to the Herald – designing, editing, advertising, and oversee-
ing the production and mailing of the newsletter, among other things. We owe 
a deep debt of gratitude to Peter for all his years of service on the Board and are 
grateful that he will continue in his role as Editor of the newsletter.  
 

Peter’s leaving the Board has prompted a change in the structure of the Board. 
The role of Communication Chair has been eliminated and replaced by two 
new board positions – Newsletter Coordinator and Website Coordinator. Ce-
cile Leach is our Newsletter Coordinator. She will oversee the production of 
the Herald. We welcome new Board member Jeannie Woodcroft who will as-
sume the role of Website Coordinator to allow George MacRae to concentrate 
on Health Services. There will be changes to our website as we switch to a new 
platform that supports the latest technologies. Jeannie has attended a Provincial 
Workshop on the new system and will oversee the transition later this year with 
the help of member John Gerard. Penny Hambly has moved into the First Vice 
President role while Carolyn Hilton has agreed to become Second Vice Presi-
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By Phyllis Kingsley
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dent. We still need a new Board member to head the Political Advocacy portfolio; 
in the meantime Jan Murdoch will act as the Interim P.A. chair.
 

Penny Hambly  and  I attended The Provincial Spring Senate in Toronto in May 
as senators with Carolyn Hilton as an observer. As always, the Senate provided 
us with a great networking opportunity as we met with representatives from dis-

tricts all over Ontario and were able to ex-
change ideas and best practices. Among the 
resolutions adopted was one related to the 
RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation. In 2011, 
RTO provided a $150,000 loan as start-up 
funding for the RTO Charitable Founda-
tion that was to be repaid in 3 installments. 
The 2013 Spring Senate passed a motion to 
forgive the loan and consider it a donation 
instead. Also, beginning in 2014, the review 
of Service to Others (STO) grants will now 
take place in the fall instead of the spring. 
This means that the submission deadlines for 
STO applications have been revised. Please 
check out the Awards Committee report for 
the new dates.

 

The weather thus far this summer has been 
somewhat unpredictable, with fine days few 
and far between. The news has been depress-
ing, with stories of floods and catastrophic 
rail accidents. I hope that by the time you 
read this, both the weather and the news will 
have improved greatly and that you will have 
had a very pleasant summer. I look forward 
to meeting our newest members at the “To 
Hell with the Bell” breakfast on September 
5, 2013.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
me at 905-845-6911 or pkingsley3@cogeco.
ca if you have any concerns, if you would like 
to volunteer in any capacity or if you have 
suggestions for new programs or services that 
the Board of Directors could consider.

   (President’s Report... continued from Page 3)
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I would like to thank all those who send in their cards, letters, 
telephone or email me with bits of information that is personal 
but would be of interest to their former friends and colleagues. 
My wife and I spent the winter in Florida and we were not able 
to get to our Christmas mail until we came home in late April.  
So, much of the mail is late in being reported.  I apologize for 
that. We would love to hear from you.  Why not drop me a note 
by letter or email – or just call and tell me what you are up to. 

 

We received Christmas and Holiday Cards from the following:
 

Gary Bateman: Sent a lovely Charlie Brown card that reinforced the message that 
“Through the years many things may change but the true meaning of Christmas 
remains the same.” Thanks Gary!
 

Robert Bigelow: Just to keep in touch.  Thanks Bob!
 

Flo and Bob Gray:  Their card had a photo on the front taken by a friend who 
spends her Christmas in Mexico - what a great idea! They sent their best wishes. 
 

John Horner: Expressed his thanks for the newsletter and all the work that goes 
into its production.
 

George Munro: In response to the Christmas message that I send to all those 
living outside of Halton, he said, “Sentiments in your letter are shared by many 
of us.” His card showing mountains and a green lake in the foreground reminded 
him “Of our favorite spot in Canada – the West.”  He says, “Banff looks just like 
this at this time of year.”
 

Herman Star: Wishing us all the best!
 

Helen Van Sickle: She said. “Another year – they go by faster as we age.” She in-
cluded a letter to her friends and noted that “This year was not as exciting as past 
years: no weddings, no funerals, no trips, just a lot of eye, ear and foot appoint-
ments.”  She noted that she had cataracts removed from both eyes but is still able 
to read and has several books on the go. The coming year promises to be more 
exciting as her two eldest granddaughters both are expecting and she will finally 
become a great-grandmother. Way to go Helen!
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By Peter Gnish

   (We Get Letters... continues on Page 6)
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   (We Get Letters... continued from Page 5)
 

Anne Townsend: Thanked us for the Holiday Greeting sent out to all those living 
outside of Halton.  She said, “It was meaningful and I was happy that you shared 
those thoughts.”
 

Harry Lewis: Telephoned to offer his appreciation for the newsletter. Harry 
taught at Aldershot for years and was a driving force in the school.  He is presently 
spending many hours looking after his wife who is in a long term care home.  We 
wish you all the best as you struggle with this latest task, Harry!
 

And finally from one of our shy members: She also said how much she appre-
ciated the annual Christmas Greeting and the Halton Herald. She commented, 
“All of them (are) full of news and stories that give me a lot of pleasure.” Enclosed 
in her mailing to me was a brochure, “To illustrate the amazing variety of topics 
available for study or for interest in this historic university town” where she lives. 
“Personally, I find the brochure a page turner... Canada too has much to offer.” 
Many of the courses are geared towards seniors - another way that we can keep 
those grey cells active as we age.

 Welcome New RTO/ERO District 15 Members!!! 

 

Our membership is now over 2350. Below are the names of retired teachers 
and other education staff who became members since March, 2013. Please 
welcome and invite them to join you at one of our many activities.

 

Marilyn Bentley Jane Booth  Susan Carnegie
Judith Church  Susan Clipsham  Gary Crocker
Susan Dickie  Martina Eisleb  Michael Gervais
Sydney Haynes Darcea Hiltz  Elizabeth Hudson
Mabel Hunt  Betty Jean Hutton Valerie Irvine  
Jane Ishibashi  Donald Jones  Thomas Lawrason
Charles Lemenchick Margaret McGaw Karin Milne
Sandra Montgomery Diana Osborne  Pam Nelson  
John Nodwell  Joanne Parisi  Helen Potocki
Patricia Richardson John Saso  Elizabeth Smith
Helen Soden  Alice Southworth Anne Marie Stevenson 
Roberta Thompson Ray Trott  Prakash Vyas
Laurence Wedderburn Heather Wilcox  Edward Wolak  
Eleanor Yeardye Sharonne Young
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Relay for Life  2013
By Dave Wright
 

Team RTO/ERO 
District 15 raised 
over $1800 for the 
Canadian Cancer 
Society’s Burling-
ton Relay for Life. 
The contributions 
came from Dis-
trict 15 members, 
friends and fami-
lies of the team. 
Hilary and Nigel 
Barber, Monique Brown, Janet Carter - Wright, Jan Murdoch (captain), Gail 
Reeves, Roberte Rivard and Dave Wright walked through the night at Bronte 
Creek Provincial Park on June 7th in memory of Linda Jones, our Past-Presi-
dent. Linda was responsible for getting District 15 involved in Relay For Life and 
had been the team leader for the last 2 years. The Burlington event raised over 
$240,000 for the Cancer Society’s work.

 

We napped a little as well as 
walked. But for some, sleep 
didn’t occur until they arrived 
home. Relay For Life is a unique 
event with many activities for 
the younger walkers, stage 
events, music, live bands and 
food donated by sponsors of the 
event. It is quite an experience 
to walk the track in the dark 
with the path lit only by the lu-
minaries. The campsites were in 
the infield of the track. With all 

the young people involved there was a lot of activity. Fortunately, we were at the 
south end of the field where it was a bit quieter. By 3:00 a.m. however, the young-
sters were almost silent.     

   (Relay For Life... continues on Page 8)



 

The photograph of the Luminary for Linda (on Page 2) from District 15  is a 
symbol of Love and Hope in Linda’s memory. Our campsite was situated in front 
of the HOPE sign which was made up of luminaries. 

Two of the photographs are of the Parade of Survivors. The Burlington Top Hats 
marched  in front leading the survivors who registered for the event. Each team 
member received a very heartfelt thank-you letter from the organizers. So, in turn, 
thanks to all of you who supported the RTO/ETO District 15 Team by contribut-
ing to the cause.  
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Since the April issue of the Herald, the theatre events that we 
attended as a group were The Aldershot Players’ presentation 
of Harvey and Stratford’s  Fiddler on the Roof.
 

Harvey has been a hit on Broadway and perhaps best known 
by Jimmy Stewart’s portrayal of Elwood Dowd in the 1950’s 
movie. Elwood has this invisible six-foot rabbit friend, Harvey. 

His conversations with Harvey interfere with the socialite life of Elwood’s sister 
and niece and they have him institutionalized. However, by the time the story 
gets told most of the characters appear just as crazy as Elwood and Harvey has 
everyone feeling better about themselves and the world. The audience enjoyed 
this show.
 

Fiddler on the Roof is still the tragic story of Tevye, his family and fellow villagers 
forced to leave their homes and village because of their faith, language and way of 
life. Tevye was outstanding, the dancers exceptional. There is probably no dancing 
as wild and exciting as Russian and Ukrainian dancing. Added to that, was the 
precision of the Bottle Dance at the wedding near the end of Act 1. Spectacular! 
The director, Donna Feore, wrote that she is “ blessed with some of the best danc-
ers in our country.” What a show!  I was told by a fellow RTO member who saw 
it just before we did that we would not be disappointed. We weren’t. 
 

Your committee has arranged for more good theatre this fall and winter.
Guys and Dolls occurs at the Shaw Festival in October and Sound of Music at 
Theatre Aquarius in December. Drury Lane is presenting White Christmas and 
the Clarkson Musical Theatre Legally Blonde in November. One of our members, 
Jenny Peace, is the musical director of Legally Blonde. The cut off dates to pur-
chase tickets are listed in the calendar. The long lead-time is necessary to get good 
seats.
 

On May 3rd, before the curtain went up on the play Kitchen Witches at the 
Oakville Theatre for the Performing Arts, the President of the Burl-Oak Theatre 
Group, Micki Clemens, accepted a $76,700 grant from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation. This two-year grant is in recognition of Burl-Oak’s ongoing com-
mitment in providing quality live theatre to local audiences of all ages. Con-
gratulations to Micki and her colleagues. For a number of years we have listed 
Burl-Oak plays on our calendar and in the past few issues of the Herald, Micki 

Recreation Committee
By Dave Wright

   (Recreation... continues on Page 10)



Visit us on the Internet at www.rtohalton.org
SERVICE TO OTHERS  Page 10           AU SERVICE D’AUTRUI

Halton  Herald           RTO/ERO District 15            September, 2013

   (Recreation... continued from Page 9)

has advertised the season’s series. The 2013-14 series is in the April issue. Notice 
that each of the series has four-day runs rather than the eight-day runs of the past. 
So it is important that you contact me by the date requested for the January 17 
show Leading Ladies if you wish to come with the group.  We include supper in an 
Oakville restaurant/pub as part of that evening. Have a look at our calendar and 
join us when you can. Also, Janet Carter-Wright and I would like you to give us 
some ideas of things to do. 

The Jazz In Me! 
By Darcea Hiltz
 

March 8th 2013, was the beginning of my “Do what YOU 
want to do!“ chapter in life - retirement!  Now, the purpose 
was NOT for career – it was for my own personal satisfac-
tion and continued growth!   Since I was 7 years old I have 
had music in my heart and soul. It stemmed from the mu-
sic that surrounded me growing up in my grandmother’s 
home - an uncle who was the founding member of the pop group, “The Crew-
Cuts”; a grandmother who sang and played the mandolin; a grandfather who 
played the guitar; a mother who had a sports singing voice; a father, who had 
music in his heart and soul. And that led to a passion in me for a career – music!  
 

I had the wonderful opportunity to practise my U.W.O. vocal music education 
degree in Halton schools, for 17 years.  Beyond 60, I could feel that the jazz in me 
was calling (again)!  I tried without luck, to find a community choral ensemble 
that was dedicated to the jazz element in size and authenticity.  
 

So, this winter, I decided to start a group myself. It is called the Halton Jazz Choir. 
We have 16 members who come from the Halton community. They are working or 
retired, musically literate and ‘vocal jazz’ committed!  We rehearse bi-monthly on 
Mondays in Bronte. Some music is performed a cappella (without instruments), 
with show trax, piano (& rhythm section) accompaniment.
 

Now, with a website, www.haltonjazzchoir.com, Halton Jazz Choir is a really fun 
experience! We are looking for new members, singers (music literacy is highly 
recommended: in particular we are in need of altos, a part time accompanist 
and a rhythm section). How about you? Is jazz in your heart, head and vocal 
chords? Check out our website, www.haltonjazzchoir.com. Send us an email at 
haltonjazzchoir@gmail.com.  Maybe the jazz in you is ready to break through!



Colton Roberts: A Man On A Mission - Or Two
By Marina Lloyd

Do you know Colton? I’ve discovered that many Halton 
teachers do. Not only is Colton well-known, he is universally 
well-liked. Read on to learn more about the man. 
 

The first nine years of his life were spent in the historic area 
of Halifax’s eastern Chebucto Peninsula known as Spryfield. 
There was obviously little traffic in Spryfield as he recalls hours 
spent sliding down a huge hill onto the road at a t-crossing. 

To get to Kindergarten class in a church basement, the little fellow walked bravely 
through the cemetery. Although Grade One is touted to be a vital year, Colton 
gave it a pass and went directly to Grade Two. His family moved to Fruitland 
where he was enrolled in Glover Rd. School and 
then Saltfleet H.S. He credits the superb teachers at 
Saltfleet for helping him to shed his natural shyness 
and get involved in school activities. Had McMas-
ter not lost his transcripts, he might have become 
a university professor teaching his favourite subject 
- History. But Hamilton Teachers’ College was wel-
coming him with open arms. During that year at 
HTC, he mastered two skills (among many others 
of course) which have continued to serve him well-
how to play euchre and how to make a leaf collection. 
 

After graduation, it was job application time. The Burlington Board was seeking 
to fill 20 positions and Colton was the last hired. He was assigned to Elizabeth 
Gardens where, in his second year of teaching, he had a class of 30 boys and 9 
girls. He probably still had a vivid memory of that year when, as HETA President 
in the late 80’s, he was instrumental in negotiating lower class sizes! He always 
had the best interests of his teaching colleagues at heart, so it was during his time 
as OPSTF President, that the first Maternity Leave Clause was written into the 
Collective Agreement.  After 34 years in the profession, working in eight schools 
in the West and North Areas (Chris Hadfield was in Grade Six the year that he 
spent at Milton’s Martin Street School), Colton retired from Dr. Charles Best in 
1998. He’d become accustomed to taking on positions of added responsibility 
while teaching, so it was natural to join RTO/ERO District 15’s Board of Direc-
tors, serving as President and then chairing the Program Committee.
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   (Colton.. continued from Page 11)
During the hours when he wasn’t teaching and then carrying out post-retirement 
duties, Colton was raising a family (he has two children and two grandsons,10 and 
6) and devoting time to mission work at his church. His interest in missions took 
him to Guatemala, a country that has captured his heart. In Mayan villages, he 
was horrified to learn of the high instances of facial and hand burns due to chil-
dren falling into open fires in their one-room homes. As there was no ventilation, 
those rooms were often filled with noxious fumes.  Colton knew of Project Service 
To Others, a provincial grant of up to $4000 which is offered annually to RTO/
ERO Districts. His proposal to Project STO to install high-efficiency, insulated, 
off the floor, vented wood stoves in homes in the municipality of Patzun in Guate-
mala was accepted. In 2009, Colton, his wife Susan and eight volunteers from his 
church poured cement floors and installed the stoves in ten homes. 
 

He and Susan have travelled the world, often combining sightseeing with short-
term missions or teaching ESL classes. But lest you think he has compassion only 
for suffering people in faraway places, you must know that he is actively involved 
in several projects designed to support those living in poverty in the Hamilton 
area. 
 

Colton collects stamps and antique cars and car models. He is currently repairing 
an Austin Mini and a ’73 Corvette. Many hours in his day are now spent at the 
side of his 94-year-old father, but when there is time for TV, he chooses British 
programs with historical settings such as “Larkrise to Candleford” and “Cranford.“ 
His love of history extends to his reading as well - Clive Cussler being a favourite 
author. 
 

He feels a great sense of gratitude for the blessings which have been his throughout 
the years - a sunny childhood, teachers who sincerely cared about their students, 
the opportunity to work for such an excellent Board, a loving family and having 
the resources to be able to serve others at home and around the world. He laments 
the confrontational style of politics in Canada and longs for there to be coop-
eration among our leaders so that the needs of the vulnerable and disadvantaged 
might be of top priority on their agendas. His passion for making a difference in 
people’s lives reminds me of a quote from Margaret Mead - Never doubt that a 
small group of committed citizens can change the world; indeed it’s the only thing that 
has.  
 

You are only one committed citizen, Colton, but you’re certainly doing your part 
in changing your world.             
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Communications Committee
 

Newsletter Coordinator- Cecile Leach
 

This past April the Board of Directors met for a day of Strategic 
Planning concerning the District 15 Communications Com-
mittee. As a result of that meeting,  certain changes will come 
into effect with this edition of the Halton Herald. 
 

In an effort to control the escalating costs of the newsletter, 
competitive printing companies were sought out. After some 
comparison shopping, a Hamilton company was selected on 

a trial basis. Also, you have probably noticed that we have eliminated all loose 
inserts – they will now be included inside the newsletter.
 

At the same meeting, an updated editorial policy was drafted as well as policies 
dealing with advertising and promotions on the website and in the Herald. Peter 
Gnish will continue to receive articles and will publish the Halton Herald. My 
role is new and will involve overseeing all aspects of the production process, espe-
cially when Peter is away in Florida.
 

We are in need of some volunteers with an interest in photography to be part of 
our team and to assist us at some of our District 15 functions. If you would like 
to help please contact me at 905-634-8027 or at cecile.leach@sympatico.ca.
 

Website Coordinator- Jeannie Woodcroft
 

As your new webmasters, John Gerrard and I are currently 
working on the new website for District 15. The ‘look’ will 
be different but hopefully it will be just as user friendly. We 
are incorporating the ‘old’ or current website info plus some 
new features such as ‘Members Helping Members.’ Our target 
date for launching the new District 15 website is early winter 
2013. 

 Communication Wisdom
 

“Words empty as the wind are best left unsaid.”
      ...Homer
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On April 29 we held our 40th Anniversary Annual General 
Meeting and lunch. It was held at the Burlington Convention 
Centre in Burlington and was well attended by about 186 peo-
ple.  At the meeting the new Board was sworn in and the Distin-
guished Service awards were also  presented. It was wonderful to 
see so many Past Presidents and also our 103 year old member  
Edith  Bielby in attendance. There was also a display table with 

articles from the past 40 years.
 

The lunch began with all the Past Presidents and our guest speaker being escorted 
in with the bagpipes. The  food was delicious and it was followed by Lloyd Rob-
ertson, the famous longest running national television news anchor in North 
America, who spoke  about his book – The Kind of Life It’s  Been. His talk was 
very entertaining and enjoyed by all. Afterwards he stayed to autograph his books 
which had been for sale. It was a very memorable day. See the pictures of the event 
on Pages 27 & 28.
 

Special thanks goes to our Past President Jan Murdoch who  worked very hard 
in compiling the special Celebrating 40 Years booklet as well as organizing the  
display table. Thanks also to our Program Committee members Carolyn Hil-
ton, Phyllis Kingsley, Ruth Ramanauskas, Gail Reeves, Roberte Rivard and 
Colton Roberts.
 

Mark your calendar for our Fall Meeting and Lunch which will be held on Thurs-
day, October 24 at the Atrium Conference and Banquet Centre. It promises to be 
very entertaining as our speaker will be the humorous and gifted historian Ken 
Weber. He is in great demand as a speaker - it took us about a year to book him. 
His talk will be “The Wives of the Prime Ministers.”  He explains that a range of very 
different women have accompanied our prime ministers to Ottawa since 1867.  
There was ‘Plain Jane’ and ‘Bossy Agnes’. There was the prime ministerial wife 
who wrote raunchy notes in code, another who was married to a noted “groper” 
for 65 years, and one who married her man while still engaged to another. We 
have had true and beautiful love affairs in the PMO; we’ve had a woman prime 
minister (married twice but single as PM) and we’ve had two prime ministers 
who never married but were obsessed with women all their lives. There have been 
PM wives who simply hated the role and a few who enjoyed it. And there have 
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Program Committee
By Penny Hambly

       (Progam ... continues on Page 16)



Halton  Herald           RTO/ERO District 15            September, 2013

Visit us on the Internet at www.rtohalton.org
SERVICE TO OTHERS  Page 16           AU SERVICE D’AUTRUI

been one or two who had a hidden but very powerful influence on decisions that 
have affected our country. The stories of these prime ministerial wives are part of 
what makes Canadian history a fascinating journey. You won’t want to miss this 
interesting talk.
 

Ken is also the author of the series of books called Five Minute Mysteries. Each 
book features a series of short, baffling whodunits with a clever solution that 
challenges readers’ sleuthing skills. The seven-book series wound up on several in-
ternational best-seller lists and has won numerous awards. With his appointment 
to Professor Emeritus in 1996, Ken began to pursue another passion - promoting 
Canadian heritage. He is passionate about it  and audiences seem to really enjoy 
him as a speaker. Ken and his wife Cecile are avid hikers and he donates all his 
speaking fees to the Escarpment Land Preservation program of the Bruce Trail 
Association which recently named them “Benefactors.”
 

The Registration flyer for this Fall Meeting and Lunch is found in the middle of 
this booklet so don’t delay as the deadline is October 17. Finally I hope that you 
noticed at the AGM that we now have purchased our RTO/ERO District 15 Pull 
Up banner which we will display at all our events. We invite YOU to get involved 
and join our Program Committee.

       (Progam ... continued from Page 15)

Community Notices

HALTON LEARNING FDN 10TH Anniversary Celebration Event. Oct. 17, Burlington 
Performing Arts Centre, 5:30-10 pm. Cocktail party, HLF’s story, mission and impact, 
student performances, concert by R&B singer Jully Black. Tickets $100 from Nancy Trott 
trottn@hdsb.ca or by phone 905-335-3663 ext.3388 or the BPAC Box Office.

HALTON LEARNING FDN “Super 10 Raffle” – 10 items including a Ford Escape, 
cash, gas, a shopping spree, a weekend getaway, a stocked wine fridge. Draw October 17. 
Tickets $50, from Nancy Trott trottn@hdsb.ca or by phone 905-335-3663 ext. 3388.

Halton Catholic District School Board Retirement Club - A social group for ALL re-
tired employees of the Board. Contact: Penny Hambly (905-639-6193) for information.

Retired Women Teachers of Ontario - Burlington Branch – Caring and Sharing and 
Having Fun. Choose from euchre, golf, walking, book club, tea room tours, lunch and a 
movie, scrapbooking, line dancing, photography, travel club, delicious luncheons, inter-
esting speakers, friends and fun. Call Carolynn 905-689-8329 or Mary 905-333-0826.
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Calendar of Events -  September 2013 to February 2014
  
Oct. 15   Shaw Festival, Niagara-on-the-Lake. Musical Guys and Dolls. 
 2:00 p.m. Cost $52.50. Contact Janet Carter-Wright at 905-336-5328   
 or jcwright@cogeco.ca. Cheques to be made out to Retired Teachers of
               Ontario District 15 and received by Janet at 4491 Appleby Line,
               Burlington ON L7M 0P3 by Aug. 31.  
 

Oct. 18  Dinner Theatre, Aldershot Players. 6:30 p.m. Cost $35.00.
              Play to be announced. Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 or
              wandave@sympatico.ca by Sept. 6.
  
Oct. 24 District 15 Fall Meeting and Lunch, 12:30 p.m. at the Atrium Banquet  
 and Conference Centre, Burlington. Featured speaker is Ken Weber, 
 writer and historian. See Page 19 for details and how to register.
  
Oct. 31   Breakfast at El Spero Restaurant, Hopedale Mall, Oakville. 9:00 a.m.
             Contact Paul Durnan at 905-630-2285.
 

Nov. 7   Drury Lane Musical White Christmas. 2269 New Street, Burlington.
             8 p.m. Cost $25.00. Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 or
             wandave@sympatico.ca by Sept. 6.
  
Nov. 17  Clarkson Musical Theatre, Legally Blonde, 2:00 p.m. Cost $25.00.
              Meadowvale Theatre, Montevideo Dr., Mississauga at Erin Mills
              Parkway and Britannia Rd. Jenny Peace, a retired Halton music teacher 
 is the director. Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 or
               wandave@sympatco.ca by Sept. 6.
  
Nov. 28   Breakfast at Supreme Restaurant, Appleby Village, New St., Burlington. 
               9:00 a.m. Contact Paul Durnan at 905-630-2285.
  
Dec. 12      Theatre Aquarius Christmas Musical White Christmas, 8:00 p.m. 
              Cost $50.00. An alternative date is Dec 14. Contact Janet Carter-Wright
              at 905-336-5328 or jcwright@cogeco.ca.  
  
Jan. 17   Oakville Theatre for the Performing Arts. Comedy Leading Ladies.
             Navy Street, Oakville. 8:00 p.m. Cost $25.00. Contact Dave Wright at
              905-639-5093 or wandave@sympatico.ca by Oct. 1.
  
Feb. 27  Drury Lane Music Hall, 2269 New Street, Burlington. 8:00 p.m. 
             Cost $25.00. Contact Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 or
              wandave@sympatico.ca by Nov. 29.
  
May     Stratford Musical Matinee. Play, date and cost TBA. Contact

             Dave Wright at 905-639-5093 or wandave@sympatico.ca by Dec. 1.(Awards... continues on Page 21)
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RTO/ERO District 15 Contact List
 

Executive 2013 – 2014
Past President   Janice Murdoch  289-956-0163 
President   Phyllis Kingsley  905-845-6911 
1st Vice President  Penny Hambly  905-639-6193 
2nd Vice President  Carolyn Hilton  905 844-2984
Secretary   Janet Carter-Wright 905-336-5328
Treasurer   Chub Baxter  905-643-3732
 Assistant:   Daliah Brown  905-825-8470
Member-at-Large  Jim Baker  905-639-1292
 

Committees 
  Archives   Judy Sloan  905-336-5538
 

Awards    Carolyn Hilton  905 844-2984 
 

Book of Remembrance  Marina Lloyd  905-637-6030 
 

Communications  
     Website Coordinator  Jeannie Woodcroft 905-331-8389
 Assistant:    John Gerard           905-337-7291
     Newsletter Coordinator  Cecile Leach    905-634-8027  
     Newsletter Editor: Peter Gnish - Design: Cate Roberts  905-547-1628
     Editing: Pam Ahrens, Carolyn Hilton, Phyllis Kingsley, Cecile Leach
     Proofreaders: Chub Baxter, Cecile Leach, Eleanor McCulloch, George MacRae, 
            Marilyn MacRae, Ray Smith and Dave Trueman. 
 

Goodwill Chair   Marina Lloyd  905-637-6030
  West Convenor Cecile Leach    905-634-8027        
  East Convenor Warren McBurney  905-845-8219
       North Convenor  Marg Megelink   905-877-7135         
      Out-of-Region Convenor  Peter Gnish  905-547-1628  
 

Health Services   George MacRae  905-315-8581  
 

Membership/Recruitment Chair  Hilary Barber  905-637-7067 
 Committee Member: Judy Sloan  905-336-5538
 

Pension    Jim Baker  905-639-1292
 

Political Advocacy  TBA 
 

Program    Penny Hambly  905-639-6193
 

Recreation   David Wright  905-639-5093
 

Tours    Jan Murdoch  289-956-0163
 

Member Without Portfolio TBA  
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                                     You are invited to the                               
 

      RTO/ERO District 15 Fall Meeting and Lunch
Thursday, October 24, 2013

 Atrium Banquet and Conference Centre
 5420 North Service Road

 Burlington Ontario
 

Guest speaker is the entertaining historian
KEN WEBER

  “Wives of the Prime Ministers”
 

  A range of very different women have accompanied our prime ministers to 
Ottawa since 1867. There was ‘Plain Jane’ and ‘Bossy Agnes’.There was the prime 
ministerial wife who wrote raunchy notes in code … (See Program Committee 
Report for more info )
       Cost:    $25.00 for RTO/ERO District 15 members 
                   $30.00 for guests/ non-member spouses
                                   PROGRAM
          Registration:      12:30 p.m.
          Lunch:     1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
          Business:    2 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
          Guest Speaker :   2:15 p.m.                           
            To attend please complete the registration form 
            DEADLINE   is  OCTOBER 17
..................................................Cut Here................................................

Registration for RTO Meeting and Lunch
Thursday, October 24 2013

 

Name: _________________ Phone________ Email ___________________
Check if vegetarian meal is required ____
 

Name:__________________ Phone________Email: __________________ 
Check if vegetarian meal is required ____
 

Enclosed is a cheque payable to RTO/ERO District 15 for   $________
Send to: Carolyn Hilton, 18 Ridge Drive, Oakville, ON   L6H 1B6   
( 905-844-2984)
 

I need a ride _____  I can drive someone____
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Awards Committee
By Carolyn Hilton
 

At our Annual General Meeting three Distinguished Service 
Awards were presented. These awards are an opportunity to 
recognize some RTO/ERO members in a special way. On 
April 29th, we honored three outstanding individuals for their 
contributions to RTO/ERO Halton. Congratulations to the 
following members for their dedication to District 15.    
 

Warren McBurney was recognized for his outstanding com-
mitment as East Area Coordinator for District 15’s Goodwill 

Committee, a role he began twenty years ago.  Warren spends many hours keeping 
in touch with some of our more senior members and shut-ins.  He was nominated 
for the award by Eunice Cooke, Marina Lloyd and Cecile Leach.
 

Janet Carter-Wright was honored for her great work as Secretary of the Board 
of Directors of RTO/ERO District 15. She has attended countless meetings and 
could always be counted on to provide accurate and timely minutes. Janet was 
also recognized for her efforts at arranging theatre excursions for our members 
and her long-time support of Project Smile.  Joan Nisbet nominated Janet.
 

Win Shalton was nominated by Cecile Leach and Penny Hambly.  As a past 
president of District 15 we are very appreciative of his leadership and ongoing 
support. Win is also very involved in the community and Knights of Columbus.
 

Please remember that the Awards Committee needs your help in identifying and 
nominating worthy candidates for the Distinguished Service Award.  We are look-
ing for members who have made a significant or long term contribution to RTO/
ERO either locally or provincially. Nomination forms will be available in the 
winter, but you can start thinking now about suitable candidates.
 

Each year, the Provincial RTO/ERO provides a grant of up to $4000 to each 
District for initiatives that support the concept of  “Service to Others.” The intent 
of the Project Service to Others (STO) grant is to raise the profile of RTO/ERO 
by encouraging members to participate in local, provincial or international educa-
tion/community projects so that we can show active teachers and the public that 
we care about our communities and are willing to help others who need assistance. 
Unfortunately, this past year we did not receive any eligible applications from our 
members for the 2013 grant. The Provincial office has just sent us information on 

(Awards... continues on Page 21)



Halton  Herald           RTO/ERO District 15            September, 2013  

Visit us on the Internet at www.rtohalton.org
SERVICE TO OTHERS  Page 21           AU SERVICE D’AUTRUI

(Awards... continued from Page 20)

ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION POLICY
April 2013

It is the policy of RTO/ERO HALTON DISTRICT 15 that all advertising and pro-
motion to or by its members must have prior approval by the District.  In this context 
Advertising and Promotion includes signage, verbal presentations, handouts, distrib-
uted material and display table material. Publication of any advertisement by an outside 
group in the Halton Herald or other District 15 printed material, on the District web-
site or e-letter or at any District function or event does not constitute endorsement of 
the product or service by RTO/ERO Halton District 15.

the 2014 grants, which will be awarded in the fall of 2014. Application forms 
for the 2014 STO grant as well as sample applications and a list of previously 
approved projects can be found at www.ero-rto.org/project-service-to-others. 
If you are actively involved in a project that meets the criteria posted on the 
website, you should consider applying for the grant this year.  All applications 
must be submitted to the District by March 1, 2014 so that the Board has 
time to choose the best application to submit to the Provincial office by the 
June 16th, 2014 deadline.

IF YOU ARE MOVING or IF YOUR ADDRESS INFORMATION IS 
INCORRECT 

         Contact Dianne Vezeau at the Provincial RTO/ERO office 
 In Writing: 18 Spadina Road, Toronto, ON  M5R 2S7
 By Phone: 1-800-361-9888 Ext. 223 or 1-416-962-9463 Ext 223 
           or by e-mail at dvezeau@rto-ero.org                       
     or Contact Hilary Barber by telephone 905-637-7067                  
  or by e-mail at hilaryjpbarber@cogeco.ca

 
The kindergarten class had settled down to its coloring books. Steve came 
up to the teacher’s desk and said, “Miss Merc, I ain’t got no crayons.” 
“Steve,” Miss Merc said, “you mean, “I don’t have any crayons. You don’t 
have any crayons. We don’t have any crayons. They don’t have any cray-
ons. Do you see what I’m getting at?” 
 

“Not really,” Steve said, “What happened to all them crayons?”



Since our last Halton Herald I have received seven newspaper 
clippings to add to our District 15 scrapbook. 
 

The Burlington Public Library served up their popular book 
talk entitled “Beer n’ Books” at a local literary pub on Jan.15. 
Attendees were able to find out what was on tap for a good 
book buzz during the winter. Pictured in Snap Burlington en-
joying a beer were book lovers and District 15 members Janet 

Carter-Wright, Cathy Lanc and Emilie Prue. From the photo it looked like 
they were having a great time.
 

This May, the Burlington Post featured an article concerning the continuous needs 
of our food banks for donations all year round and the Partnership West Food 
Bank was spotlighted. Shown in their warehouse was member Mary Gowan, 
one of their volunteers. The food bank stressed that hunger never takes a holiday 
and is hoping that donations will continue to come in during the typically slow 
summer months. The 545 boxes that were in the warehouse during the interview 
would only last for one and a half months since this food bank alone serves an 
average of 350 clients a month. So be generous with your donations during the 
food drives and anytime during the year folks! 
 

Sadly, the next five items that I have received are for the obituary section of our 
scrapbook. They include Marilyn Lawrason, Mary Rose, Rev. Gerald “Gerry” 
Holmes, William “Joe” Hockin and Marjorie Powys. 
 

Marilyn passed peacefully on February 25, 2013 at Joseph Brant Hospital in 
Burlington in her 64th year. Marilyn was a retired teacher of the Halton District 
School Board and a member of the Hamilton Golf and Country Club. Unfor-
tunately I don’t have any other  information on Marilyn so if you knew her and 
would like to contribute something concerning her background, please send it to 
me and I will include it in my next article in the Halton Herald.
 

We lost Mary at the age of 102 years in Ottawa on March 23, 2013. In the Janu-
ary 2008 edition of the Halton Herald, our Goodwill chair, Marina Lloyd wrote 
a lovely article on Mary Rose and Marina has given me permission to use some 
of her information on Mary in this article. Mary was born in Brantford, Ontario. 
A graduate of Brantford Collegiate, Hamilton Normal School and  McMaster 
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Archives Committee
By Judy Sloan

       (Archives ... continues on Page 23)
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       (Archives ... continued from Page 22)

University, Mary began teaching in a one- room school in Waterloo County at the 
age of 19. Two years later she moved to another one-room school in the village 
of Roseville. She took a year’s leave from teaching to attend McMaster to obtain 
her permanent teaching certificate. While teaching at Tuck’s School on Hwy 5 
she met her husband and they soon moved into a 50-acre fruit farm on Brant 
Street between Plains Road and Highway 5 and later to Kerns Road. Mary taught 
at Glenwood, Mountain Gardens and Elizabeth Gardens. She enjoyed teaching 
music and often helped colleagues by teaching their music classes also. She then 
trained to be a librarian assuming a part-time librarian’s position at Kilbride fol-
lowed by a fulltime one at Mohawk Gardens. In all of her 31 years of teaching 
Mary felt that introducing children to the wonderful worlds between the covers 
of books gave her the greatest pleasure. After her retirement, Mary also joined the 
Burlington Retired Women Teachers and served in many capacities, including 
President. She used to travel widely on this continent and abroad. Mary definitely 
lived a long and rich life.
 

Gerry passed away on April 3, 2013 at the age of 80 years. He was a respected 
Anglican Clergyman of the Niagara Diocese and parish priest in Welland, Hag-
ersville and Burlington. He then became Honorary Assistant at St. Matthew, 
Burlington and most recently Christ Church Cathedral, Hamilton. Gerry was 
a faculty member of Oakville Trafalgar High School, esteemed by his colleagues 
and students. He retired in 1997. Gerry will continue to teach and support his 
community with the donation of his body to McMaster University, Education 
Program in Anatomy.
 

Joe died peacefully at Oakville Trafalgar Hospital on April 8, 2013 at the age 
of 94. He was born in Newcastle, Ontario. Joe was a veteran of WW11 and the 
Korean War as well as a UN Peacemaker in Gaza in 1962-63. He obtained his 
engineering degree from the University of Toronto in 1950 and remained in the 
Canadian Army. He loved both of his careers, as an officer in the Royal Canadian 
Corps of Signals until 1966 and then teaching math at MM Robinson High 
School until his retirement in 1984. Joe was an active member of St. Paul’s United 
Church, treasurer of Halton District OSSTF, a volunteer for Oakville Fareshare 
Food Bank, Canadian Red Cross and Sir John Colborne Seniors Centre. Joe was 
not only a veteran but a true hero who served his country and community in 
many selfless ways.
 

Marjorie passed away on May 27, 2013 at Allendale Long Term Care at the age 
of 91. She was a retired teacher who had taught many years at Milton District 

       (Archives ... continues on Page 24)
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High School. Marjorie was a former board member of Sheridan College, Halton 
Children’s Aid, Milton District Hospital, Milton Library and Evergreen Cem-
etery. She proudly served as an elected member of the Milton Town Council and 
as Halton Deputy Reeve and member of the first Halton Regional Council. Mar-
jorie was a truly valuable and devoted member of her community.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to our Archives’ scrapbook these past 
few years and please keep those newspaper photos and articles coming! My ad-
dress is 1446 Brenner Court, Burlington On. L7P 2Z2. You may also contact me 
by email at judymsloan@yahoo.ca or by phone at 905-336-5538.

       (Archives ... continued from Page 23)

 

       
Book of  Remembrance

We remember with fondness

Dorothy Douglas William Hockin  Gerald Holmes  
June Humby  Kathleen Hurst  Doris Jamieson  
Marilyn Lawrason William McGaw  James McGuire  
John Owen  Marjorie Powys  Robert Richardson 
Ethel Riddell  Mary Rose  Joan Wedderburn 
   Lesley Wiens

Contribute to the Herald!
 

The next Halton Herald will be distributed in January, 2014.  
•  Share a line with our readers and let them know what you are up to.
•  Send a Letter to the Editor on any topic that concerns you.
•  Write an article on any topic that may interest your retired colleagues.  
    Please try to limit your article to a maximum of  1000 words. The full  
    version of  longer articles will be published on the District website.
•  Share a funny story with our many readers. 
•  Provide us with pictures to share with our members.
Send your article or correspondence to the Editor, Peter Gnish by e-mail: 
pgnish@cogeco.ca, by mail to 153 Fairleigh Ave. S. Hamilton L8M 2K4  or 
telephone: 905-547-1628.  Deadline - November 15, 2013 
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It was announced at the May Senate that new, more durable 
ID health plan cards will be made available to members in the 
near future. The Provincial Office, Johnson and our Provincial 
Health committee are working through the logistics.
 

RTO has often been asked why members should have health 
insurance coverage when they reach 65 years of age and are 
now covered by the Ontario Drug Benefit (ODB) Program.  
Members should note that over half the drugs available in the 

Canadian market today are not covered by ODB. In addition, the RTO Extended 
Health Plan covers much more than prescription drugs. For example: vision care, 
15 different paramedical practitioners, private duty nursing and travel coverage 
(including trip cancellation and interruption/delay) just to name a few.
 

There has been a good deal of talk lately about the shingles vaccine. Most of us 
know how painful shingles can be through personal experience or the experience 
of others. This relatively expensive product is not covered by the Ontario Drug 
Benefit, however it is covered by the RTO Extended Health Plan.
Changes to the Extended Health Care Plan effective January 1, 2013:
•  Annul maximum for prescription drugs increased to $2800
•  Annual maximum for erectile dysfunction medications under the Prescriptive   
  Drug benefit increased to $500
•  Maximum for prescriptive eyewear increased to $325 every two consecutive 
   calendar years.
•  Maximum for private duty nursing increased to $2000 every two consecutive  
   years
• Annual maximum for surgical support stockings increased to $400.
 

The Supplemental Travel Plan provides coverage for members who take trips out 
of province for more than the 62 days covered by the Extended Health Plan. The 
rates charged for this coverage will be changing effective September 1, 2013. The 
new structure will provide different rates for members based upon their age. De-
tailed information will be provided by RTO in the fall. 
 

One  example:  Currently any member applying for 30 days of extra coverage ( i.e. 
92 days of travel ) pays $516 for coverage. Under the new rates, if that member 
were under 55, he/she would pay $79; if between 65 and 69, $216; and if between 
80 and 84, $777.

Health Services Committee
By George MacRae



 
In June, Phyllis Kingsley and I had an opportunity to share 
information about RTO/ERO with the custodial staff of the 
Halton District School Board several of whom are retiring 
this year. We look forward to having some of them join Dis-
trict 15.  Judy Sloan and Penny Hambly also made a pre-
sentation to the members of the Halton Catholic District 
School Board who have retired this year.

 

Thank you to all members who attended the annual Wine and Cheese in April and 
welcomed potential members. Our numbers continue to grow.

In September we look forward to welcoming recently retired education staff to our 
To Hell with the Bell breakfast on September 5th. If you know of someone who 
has recently retired and is not yet attending please contact me. You are welcome to 
accompany them to the breakfast.
 

On Tuesday, October 2, District 15 will be hosting a Retirement Planning Work-
shop. We invite all education staff considering retirement in the next 5 years to 
come to this event. Flyers go out mid-August.
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Recruitment & Member Services Committee 
By Hilary Barber
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2013 Annual General 
Meeting - April 29th
Photos by George MacRae
 

Penny Hambly reported on 
the Annual General Meeting 
on Page 15. It was a wonder-
fully attended event that cel-
ebrated our 40th anniversary as 
a District in RTO/ERO.

Your RTO/ERO District 15 Executive for 2013-2014

From L to R Chub Baxter (Treas.); Janet Carter-Wright (Sec.); Jan Murdoch (Past Pres.); 
Phyllis Kingsley (President); Penny Hambly (!st Vice-Pres.); Jim Baker (Member-at-
Large); Carolyn Hilton (2nd Vice-Pres.); Daliah Brown (Asst, Treas.)
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Past Presidents Honoured at the 2013 AGM
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Edith Bielby - Walking The Walk At 102
By Marina Lloyd
 

On Saturday, June 8, several members of RTO/ERO District 15 were among the 
141 grandmothers and grandothers who took part in the 4th annual Stride To 
Turn The Tide National Walk. Five Halton Grandmothers groups, their children, 
their children’s children and their friends were walking to build awareness and 
raise funds for the Stephen Lewis Foundation Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign.
 

The oldest participant was District 15 charter member Edith Bielby. Edith will 
celebrate her 103rd birthday in October. She was accompanied by her daugh-
ter, Lorna Fargo. The walk began at Heritage Place Retirement Living on Kilmer 
Drive and Edith received a warm welcome from old friends as she had lived there 
for six years until a fall necessitated a move to Tansley Woods. 
 

The Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign lends support to those coura-
geous grandmothers who have stepped up to care for grandchildren orphaned by 
AIDS because their own children have succumbed to the disease. There are over 
14 million AIDS orphans in sub-Saharan Africa. Since 2006, when the Campaign 
was launched, the over 240 grandmother groups across Canada have raised $17 
million from a variety of fundraisers. The Canadians are determined to fulfill their 
pledge to their African sisters - “We will not rest until they can rest.” Stephen 
Lewis refers to the African grandmothers as “the unsung heroes who have become 
the true, resilient, magnificent centre of the struggle of the continent.”   
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   Request for Volunteers
 

RTO/ERO Provincial Executive has  recently endorsed a 
new project being sponsored by the Ontario Gerontology 
Association (OGA), and has asked us to share the informa-
tion with our members in the hope that some of you may 
be interested in participating. In the past few years, RTO/

ERO has worked with the OGA on several projects; one of its mandates, 
certainly supported by RTO/ERO, is to combat ageism and demonstrate 
the value of working with “older adults”.  In 2012, the OGA submitted a 
proposal for a grant from the federally-funded New Horizons for Seniors 
program, which was recently approved.  
 

The grant will fund a pilot project to have well-educated seniors mentor 
newcomers to Canada who often have trouble starting in the labour force.  
The OGA is hoping to begin the program this summer and requires about 
30 retired seniors to serve as mentors to newcomers who need to improve 
language and job-related skills. Based upon RTO/ERO’s association on past 
and current projects, OGA’s Executive Director, Norm Shulman, is seeking 
10-12 RTO/ERO members from the Toronto and Brampton areas to serve 
as these volunteer coaches. In addition to RTO/ERO, he has contacted two 
other seniors’ organizations with which he has also liaised in the past.
 

The mentoring initiatives typically require a commitment of about 1.5 hours 
a week. The process involves identifying volunteers, providing an orienta-
tion session for them, linking them with newcomers, and setting schedules 
of meetings (weekly or bi-weekly) for a period of eight months.  The com-
mitment of our members would be to attend the orientation and meet regu-
larly with their newcomers, providing help with workplace relevant language 
and other skills, including vocabulary and pronunciation.
 

If you have any questions about the project and/or wish to serve as one of 
these mentors, please contact the Executive Director at the OGA, Norm 
Shulman, at 416-535-6034 or norm@gerontario.org.
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Ahhhh,  Cottage life!
By Cate Roberts
 

For many teachers, going to a cottage in the summer was the escape needed to 
return to school refreshed and renewed!  And now in retirement those northern 
retreats are just as important. Kahshe Lake translated means “Lake of Healing 
Waters” or “Lake of Many Islands.”  Joyce Frank’s photos show how she and her 
family and friends enjoy the North. Words Joyce uses to describe her feelings about 
what Kahshe brings to her? “Peace, friendship, tranquility and a sense of restorative 
solitude.” And as the photos of Joyce’s husband, Lloyd with the little ones show, 
you’re never too young to develop a sensitivity to and a respect for Nature!

   (Cottage Life... continues on Back Page )
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Hamilton Harbour Cruise
By Dave Wright
 

Many of you are familiar with all the Hamilton 
Waterfront attractions that have been added in 
the last number of  years. The Catholic Board 
Retiree Hikers have two or three hikes along 
the hiking path each year. On June 19th, the 
view from the Harbour Queen gave us a quite 
different perspective.  It was a sunny day with 
enough of a breeze that we enjoyed watching 
the sailboats zipping by. There are yacht clubs on both sides of the harbor.
 

The commentary from the crew informed us about what we were seeing and gave 
us some history of the harbour. The Burlington side is the site of a number of opu-
lent homes which is a contrast with the steel mills that have seen better days on 
the south side. The harbour is now the berth of the Tribal Class destroyer HMCS 
Haida which during WW 11 was involved in a sea operation that brought fame 
to its captains and crews. 
 

The lunch was good and the company the best. If you would like to join the hikers 
on the harbour walks contact Reg Michie at  reg_michie@yahoo.com. 






